MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Four Hundred and Sixth (Annual General) Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Wych Centre, Middlewich on Monday 17th May 2010, commencing at 7.15 pm
Present

The Mayor Councillor PJ Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, CH Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory, MJ Parsons and W White

1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk
2. Apologies for absence
No apologies for absence were received. 
3. Nominations for the Office of Town Mayor for the forthcoming Civic Year
The Mayor called for nominations to elect the Town Mayor for the forthcoming year. Councillor SN McGrory proposed the Motion that Councillor MJ Parsons be elected Town Mayor. The Motion was seconded by Councillor TCJ Eaton.
4. Request for any other nominations, before putting the Motion to the Vote

As there were no other nominations, a vote was taken, and the Motion to elect Councillor MJ Parsons as Town Mayor was carried unanimously.

5. Election of Town Mayor

The new Town Mayor, Councillor MJ Parsons read and signed the declaration of office, and returned thanks for his election, during the course of which he placed the Chain of Office on the Mayoress, Mrs L Parsons.

6. Vote of Thanks for the previous year of Office

Councillor MJ Parsons proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring Town Mayor, Councillor PJ Farrell for the work she had done during her year in office, and her successful fundraising for her Charities, Councillor JW Basford seconded the vote, endorsing the sentiments expressed by Councillors MJ Parsons.
7. Vote of thanks by the Retiring Mayor

Councillor PJ Farrell thanked Members of the Council, Town Council Officers, her family and the residents of the town for their support during her Year of Office.  

8. Nominations for the Office of Deputy Town Mayor for the forthcoming Civic Year
Councillor JW Basford proposed the Motion that Councillor CH Harrison be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the forthcoming year. Councillor PJ Edwards seconded the Motion.

9. Request for any other nominations, before putting the Motion to the Vote

As there were no other nominations, a vote was taken and the Motion to elect Councillor CH Harrison as Deputy Town Mayor was carried unanimously.
10. Election of Deputy Town Mayor

The ribbon of office was placed on the newly appointed Deputy Mayor, upon which she read and signed the declaration of office before returning thanks for her election. 
11. Appointment to Committees and Outside Bodies

It was proposed by Councillor KN Bagnall and seconded by Councillor PJ Hirst that the list of appointments to committees and outside bodies be approved en bloc.  The motion was carried unanimously.
12. Proposal to adjourn the Meeting

At this point in the proceedings, it was put that the meeting be adjourned and would reconvene on Tuesday 18th May at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber, Victoria Building, Middlewich. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7.52 pm
Minutes of the Reconvened Four Hundred and Sixth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Tuesday 18th May 2010, commencing at 7.15 pm
Present

The Mayor Councillor MJ Parsons, Councillors KN Bagnall, J Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, PJ Farrell, CH Harrison, SN McGrory, MJ Parsons and W White

13. The meeting opened with prayers, read by the Town Clerk

14. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors JW Basford and TCJ Eaton.

15. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor thanked all those concerned with the organisation of the Annual Mayor Making held on the previous evening. The Mayor announced that his Charity for the year would be Middlewich British Legion Poppy Appeal and the first Charity evening would be on 5th June 2010 at Middlewich British Legion where the Biggles War Time Jug Band will be performing. 
16. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

There were no declarations of Members’ interest.
17. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on June 5th 2010: Councillors SN McGrory and PJ Hirst 

Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at Tesco’s, Southway.

18. To consider any questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting

No questions had been submitted. 
19. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 405th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 19th April 2010
Resolved 6585
That the minutes be approved as a correct record.

20. To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted.

21. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Town Clerk submitted a report on the meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting.

The Town Clerk also reported that an email had been received confirming that the Middlewich Masterplan had won the North West Regional Market Town Award for Partnership and Strategic Working.
Resolved 6586

That the report be noted, and the news about the Award be welcomed.
22. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors
Councillors PJ Edwards and SN McGrory gave their apologies as they had not submitted a report.
Resolved 6587
That the report from Cheshire East Councillor, MJ Parsons be received with thanks.

23. To received written reports from outside bodies


No reports were received. It was reported that the Council needed to appoint representatives to the Brine Pump Management Committee and to the ChALC Quality Forum.
Resolved 6588
That the Employment and Operations Committee be authorised to agree which Members will be represented on the Brine Pump Management Committee and the ChALC Quality Forum. 
24. To consider any Members’ items previously submitted

No items had been submitted. 
FINANCIAL MATTERS

25. To receive the Annual Report and Final Accounts of the Town Council 2009-2010
The Town Clerk submitted the Council’s Annual Report and final accounts for the year 2009-2010. 

Resolved 6589
That the Annual Report and the Final Accounts for 2009-10 be approved, subject to the changes being made to members’ contact details to correct errors and to the list of grants being changed to include all grants given by the Council during the year and to detail all the powers used to pay them..

26. To note the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 11th May 2010 
Resolved 6590
That the minutes be noted.
27. To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring reports 
The Town Clerk submitted the monthly financial reports and provided an explanation on certain items of expenditure.
Resolved
6591
That the reports be received. 
28. St Michael and All Angel’s Church Flower Guild – to consider the grant application towards the cost of the Annual Flower Festival
Resolved 6592
That the item be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee for determination. 
POLICY AND CONSIDERATION 
29. To note the date of the “Away Day” for Town Council Members and Officers – 26th June at 10am
Resolved 6593
That the date be noted.

30. To note the attached letter from Cheshire East Council concerning the alarm system at Victoria Building 
Consideration was given to a letter from Cheshire East Council imposing a call-out fee of approximately £70 in respect of any false activation of the alarm system.

 The letter also indicated that the Senior Estate Surveyor would be visiting Victoria Building to discuss the options in relation to accessing the building following the transfer of the One Stop Shop to the Library in July.

Resolved 6594
That Cheshire East Council be informed that this Council welcomes the visit to discuss access arrangements but does not accept paying any call-out fee for false alarms as this is not within the spirit of the service agreement. 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
31. To receive and approve the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 13th April 2010 and to note the minutes of the meeting held on 11th May 2010
Resolved 6595
(1) That the minutes of the Planning Committee held on13th April 2010 be received and approved.
(2) That the minutes of the Planning Committee held on11th May 2010 be noted.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
There were no reports for information. 
The meeting concluded at 7.48 pm
Councillor MJ Parsons
Town Mayor

Signed………………………………………………………………….2010
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