MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

CW10 9AT


Minutes of the Four Hundred and Eighth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 19th July 2010, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor MJ Parsons, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, 

J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, PJ Farrell, CH Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and W White
1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

No apologies for absence were received.
FEEDBACK AND REPORTS
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported that he had attended the Middlewich Transport Festival and presented awards to various winners. 
Resolved 6612
That the Mayor’s announcements be noted. 

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillor KN Bagnall declared a personal interest in item number 27.
Councillors PJ Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons, as members of Cheshire East Council each declared a general interest in all items which related to Cheshire East Council. 

Councillor SN McGrory as a member of the Cheshire East Southern Planning Committee stated that he would take no part in the debate or vote on Middlewich Planning applications.

5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 7th August 2010 - Councillors KN Bagnall and SN McGrory  

It was suggested that Fiona Bruce, MP, should be informed of the date and time as she wishes to also attend. The Town Clerk reported that the MP would be abroad at the time. However, she would like to attend surgeries in subsequent months,
Resolved 6613
(1) That the rota be noted.
(2) That the rota be forwarded to Fiona Bruce, MP.
6. To consider any written questions submitted to the Open Forum
No questions had been submitted

7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 407th meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 21st June 2010 

Resolved 6614
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8. To consider any written Members’ questions on the Minutes
No questions had been submitted
9. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on 7th July 2010, reconvened on 15th July 2010
Resolved 6615
That the minutes be received.
10. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Town Clerk submitted a report on the meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting, including the visit by the NALC Larger Local Councils Committee. He also presented the outcomes report following the recent Town Council Development Day.
Resolved 6616
(1) That the report be noted.
(2) That a vote of thanks be given to the Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk and Town Mayor for their efforts during the NALC Visit. 
11. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Reports were submitted by Councillors PJ Edwards and MJ Parsons.
Resolved 6617
That the reports be received with thanks. 
12. To receive written reports from Outside Bodies

The Town Clerk presented his notes following a meeting with the Clerks of the Local Larger Town Councils and Juliet Blackburn from Cheshire East Council. 
13. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

Councillor W White raised an item regarding joint partnership working in relation to the level of HGVs using the A54 and A51. He suggested that contact should be made with other councils along these routes to look towards recommending a preferred route for HGVs towards Chester, i.e. M56, in order to reduce the number of HGVs using the roads through Middlewich and other towns and parishes experiencing similar issues.
Resolved 6618

That Councillor W White be requested, on behalf of the Town Council, to begin discussions, initially with the larger councils located along both the A54 and A51 routes into Chester.
FINANCE
14. To receive and approve the monthly financial and budget monitoring reports
The Town Clerk submitted the monthly financial and budget monitoring reports. 

Members asked for clarification on a number of aspects of the report, including the information not evident because of the nature of the Reconciliation statement. It was further requested that a review of the charges and service offered by Barclay’s be undertaken, compared with Community accounts offered by some other high street banks.
Resolved 6619
(1) That the reports be received and approved.
(2) That the Town Clerk be requested to review the current banking facilities and investigate possible alternative options. 

15. To consider and approve the attached quote for five licences for Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2010, downgradable to 2007
Resolved 6620
That the quote be approved, at a maximum of £369, subject to the Town Clerk investigating and obtaining a cheaper quote, if possible. 
16. To consider the attached Grant Application from Rilshaw Division Guides 
Resolved 6621
(1) That the item be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee for determination.
(2) That, in order to aid discussion on the application, further information be requested regarding what percentage of Middlewich guides are involved in the project. 
17. To consider a request from the Town Centre Events Manager for additional funding for Union Jack bunting at the World War 2 Weekend
Consideration was given to a request from the Town Centre Events Manager for additional funding to help to pay for the cost of Union Jack bunting.  It was reported that a funding bid of £2,000 had been received from the Cheshire East Recovery Fund, some of which would assist in the purchase of bunting. 
Resolved 6622
(1) That the item be referred to an additional  meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, to be held prior to the World War 2 Weekend. 
(2) That further information in relation to the whole budget for the WW2 Event be presented to demonstrate to Members how the funds requested would be utilised.
POLICY CONSIDERATION

No items for consideration. 

PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT
18. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 29th June 2010
Resolved 6623
That the minutes be received. 
19. To make recommendations on recent planning applications
Resolved 6624

That the decisions be made and approved, evidenced in Appendix A, attached to these minutes. 

20. To note the recent decisions of Cheshire East Council
Resolved 6625

(1) That the recent decisions of Cheshire East Council, as detailed in Appendix B, be noted. 
(2) That the Town Clerk be requested to obtain details on the conditions attached to the environment agency permit and planning permission in respect of planning application 10/1327C.
21. To note the letter sent to the Environment Agency regarding the Town Council’s decision to formally object to their Environmental Permit application
Resolved 6626
(1) That the letter be noted.
(2) That thanks be given to the Assistant Town Clerk for the comprehensive letter he had written on behalf of the Council. 

22. To consider the attached letter concerning temporary closure of Cross Lane and Warmingham Lane
Consideration was given to a letter from Cheshire East Highways Operations concerning temporary road closures on Cross Lane and Warmingham Lane for the sewer replacement scheme

Resolved 6627

That the letter be noted.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION
23. To review and receive reports following the NALC Larger Local Councils Visit to Middlewich
The Town Clerk presented his report. It was noted that the visit was well received and reinforced the view of the Town Council’s standing on the National Stage as a Quality Council at the forefront of engagement and innovation.
Resolved 6628

That the report be noted.

24. To receive the attached report from the Town Council Development Day and discuss any further action to be taken

Resolved 6629

That a future meeting of the whole Council and all Members of Staff be held on a date to be agreed, in order to consider how the information gathered at the Development Day might be best utilised to provide the future direction of the Town Council.
25. To consider the attached letter from Mrs. Mary Buckles, Captain of the Blue Wyches Bowling Team

Consideration was given to a letter from the Blue Wyches Bowling Team informing the Council that, due to the poor condition of the bowling green caused by youths playing football, the Club were making alternative arrangements to play their fixtures away from Fountain Fields next season.
Resolved 6630

That the Town Clerk be requested to follow up this issue with the Cheshire East Council Portfolio Holder and appropriate officers and that the Club, through Mrs. Buckles, be informed that the Town Council will do what it can to support improvements to the condition of the bowling green. 

26. Exclusion of the Press and Public
Resolved 6631

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the business is confidential and publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
27. Annual review of the pay and conditions of Officers

Resolved 6632

That the report, provided by the Review Panel for the assistance of Members in assessing current pay and conditions, be approved for its content. It was agreed that a second phase of the process, a performance review should be carried out in September 2010.

Details of the report, including current levels of pay, the recommendations of the Panel and supporting notes were to be placed on confidential file in the office, pending the further review.
The meeting concluded at 9.00pm
Councillor MJ Parsons
Town Mayor
Signed……………………………………………………………………………2010
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