MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

CW10 9AT


Minutes of the Four Hundred and Third Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 15th February 2010, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor PJ Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, CH Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons 
1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Eaton and W White.
REPORTS AND FEEDBACK
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported that she had attended a consultation with Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service at Crewe Town Hall. It was noted  that Middlewich Fire Station was considered to be a good model and was not being considered for closure in the foreseeable future. The Mayor also reported that she had attended two Civic Balls as well as a Grassroots Grant fundraising evening at Eaton Hall.
The Mayor also reported that fundraising events for the Mayor’s Charity had been arranged for 20th February 2010, 13th March 2010 and 17th April 2010.
Resolved 6540
That the Mayor’s announcements be noted. 

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

No declarations of interest were made. 
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 6th March 2010 - Councillors CH Harrison and PJ Hirst.  

Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date. 
Resolved 6541
That the rota be noted.
6. To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting

No questions had been submitted.
7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 402nd Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 18th January 2010 
Resolved 6542
That the minutes be received and approved as correct records.
8. To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted.

9. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on 3rd February 2010
Resolved 6543
That the minutes be received.
10. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk submitted a report on a number of meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting.

The Clerk also reported that he had attended a meeting today which resulted in each of the four Market Towns being informed that they are to receive £10,000 from Cheshire East Council. He had also attended a meeting with the NWDA and requested that the Town Wharf Sub Committee arrange to meet within the coming week to discuss the outcomes of the meeting. 
Resolved 6544
That the report be noted.
11. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Councillors PJ Edwards and SN McGrory gave their apologies as they had not prepared reports. Councillor MJ Parsons submitted a report in his capacity as Cheshire East Councillor. 
Resolved 6545
That the reports be received with thanks. 

12. To receive written reports from outside bodies

No reports had been received. 

13. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

No Members’ items had been received.

FINANCE
14.  To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring reports
Resolved 6546
That the reports be received. 
15. Resignation of Internal Auditor

The Town Clerk reported on the receipt of a letter from Mrs A Usherwood tendering her resignation from the post of Internal Auditor. 

Resolved 6547

(1) That the letter be received.
(2) That the Town Clerk prepare a report for a future meeting of  the Town Council regarding the appointment of a replacement Internal Auditor.. 

(3) That a letter of thanks be sent from the Town Council to Mrs A Usherwood for her services. 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
Councillors PJ Edwards and SN McGrory declared that they would not take part in the decisions made within this section of the meeting but would remain in the meeting to offer advice where appropriate.
16.
To receive the attached minutes of the meeting of the Planning 
Committee held on 26th January 2010
Resolved 6548
That the minutes be received.  
17.
Recommendations regarding recent planning applications in Middlewich
Resolved 6549

That the decisions be made as shown in Appendix A as attached to these minutes. 

18.
To note recent planning decisions of Cheshire East Council
Resolved 6550
That the recent decisions of Cheshire East Council, as detailed in Appendix B, be noted.
19.
Community Pride and North West in Bloom Competitions 2010

Resolved 6551
That the Council submit forms to enter Middlewich into both competitions.

20.
Use of Civic Way Car Park on Sundays for Car Boot Sales

Resolved 6552

That the decision by Cheshire East Council to restrict the number of car boot sales as requested by the Town Council be noted.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION
21.
Society of Local Council Clerks – Regional Conference for the North West and West Midlands

The Town Clerk submitted details of the above Conference and asked the Town Council to determine whether they wished to take up membership of the Society of Town Clerks.

Resolved 6553

(1) That the information be noted.
(2) That approval be given to obtaining membership of the Society and to the Town Council being represented at their Regional Conference.
The meeting concluded at 7.45 pm
Councillor PJ Farrell

Town Mayor

Signed……………………………………………………………………………2010
1747

