MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

CW10 9AT


Minutes of the Four Hundred and Fourth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 15th March 2010, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor PJ Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, CH Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory, MJ Parsons and W White
1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

No apologies for absence were received. 
REPORTS AND FEEDBACK
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported that she had attended the Rose Queen judging event and had also held two fundraising events, a prize bingo evening and a successful Abba Tribute Band concert. 
The Mayor also reported that she was due to attend Congleton’s Civic Ball on Friday 19th March and the St Patrick’s celebrations at the Boar’s Head, Hotel on Saturday 20th March.
Resolved 6554
That the Mayor’s announcements be noted. 

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

No declarations of interest were made. 
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 3rd April 2010 - Councillors J Eaton and TCJ Eaton  

Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date. It was noted that, for future surgeries, a pack of information would be available from the Town Centre Events Manager and that these would be held at the Tesco store on Southway for the foreseeable future. 
Resolved 6555
That the rota be noted and the Town Clerk be requested to formalise, in writing, the arrangements with Tesco.
6. To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting

No questions had been submitted.
7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 403rd Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 15th February 2010 
Resolved 6556
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8. To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted.

9. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on 3rd March 2010
Resolved 6557
That the minutes be received.
10. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Town Clerk submitted a report on a number of meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting.

He also reported that Councillor W White would be leaving his post at ChALC on Wednesday 17th March 2010. 

Resolved 6558
(1) That the report be noted.
(2) That the Town Council’s appreciation of the commitment and assistance provided by Councillor W White  during his employment as Development Officer at ChALC be recorded.

11. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

There were no reports to consider. 
12. To receive written reports from outside bodies

No reports had been received. 

13. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

Access from Willowmere to the Town Centre

Councillor MJ Parsons had submitted an item relating to pedestrian access from Willowmere to the Town Centre.  He reported that currently there was a gate on the pathway that accessed the town via Park Road.  However, it appeared to be permanently locked preventing access via this route. The alternative route to access the Town Centre was 4 ½ times longer than using the intended pathway and it was also difficult for the elderly and disabled to use with ease. 
Resolution 6559

That Cheshire East Council be asked whether there is any planning condition which restricts the use of the Park Road access and subject to their response, the matter be taken up with the owners of the development.

FINANCE
14.  To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring reports
The Town Clerk submitted the monthly financial and monitoring reports.
Resolved 6560
(1) That the reports be received. 
(2) That the Town Clerk be requested to circulate a breakdown of the spending against the events’ budget to all members and provide a mini breakdown of the S137 grant monies budget, to monitor spending against budget when considering giving grants to local organizations.. 

15. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 8th March 2010

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 8th March 2010 were submitted.
Resolved 6561
(1) That the minutes be received and it be noted that Councillor PJ Hirst had submitted his apologies from the meeting.
(2) That, in the future, the Committee’s reasons for refusing grants be included in   the minutes where relevant.
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
Councillors PJ Edwards and SN McGrory declared that they would not take part in the decisions made within this section of the meeting but would remain in the meeting to offer advice where appropriate.
16.
Recommendations regarding recent planning applications in Middlewich
Resolved 6562
That the decisions be made as shown in Appendix A as attached to these minutes. 

17.
To note recent planning decisions of Cheshire East Council
Resolved 6563
That the recent decisions of Cheshire East Council, as detailed in Appendix B, be noted.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION
There were no items for consideration. 
The meeting concluded at 7.50 pm
Councillor PJ Farrell

Town Mayor

Signed……………………………………………………………………………2010
1751

