MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich


Minutes of the Four Hundredth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 16th November 2009, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

REPORTS AND FEEDBACK

Present

The Mayor, Councillor PJ Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, CH Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons

1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk.

2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

An apology for absence was received from Councillor W White.

3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported that she had attended the following engagements, amongst others, since the last meeting:

Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service

Winsford and Middlewich Rotary Club Charter Dinner

Opened Bembridge Court Fair

Northwest In Bloom Neighbourhood Awards

Town Wharf Conference 

The Mayor also reported that a Middlewich Charity Calendar has been finalised and would be released at the weekend (21st/22nd)

Resolved 6495

That the engagements attended by the Mayor be noted. 

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillors PJ Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons, as members of Cheshire East Council each declared a general interest in all items which related to Cheshire East Council. Councillor SN McGrory as a member of the Cheshire East Southern Planning Committee stated that he would take no part in the debate or vote on Middlewich Planning applications.
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 5th December 2009 Councillors KN Bagnall and J Eaton 

Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.

Councillor SN McGrory reported that the Police had organised an Impact Date at the Bull Ring on the same day and suggested that it would be appropriate for the surgery to be moved to the same location.
Resolved 6496

(1) That the rota be noted
(2) That consideration of whether to move the location of the surgery to the Bull Ring for the next session be delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with the Members concerned.
6. To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting

No questions had been submitted

7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 399th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 19th October 2009

Resolved 6497

That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8. To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted.

9. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk submitted a report on a number of meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting.
Resolved 6498

That the report be noted.
10. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Councillors MJ Parsons and SN McGrory submitted reports in their capacities as Cheshire East Councillors. The Members reported on the progress of the planning application for the proposed Energy from Waste Plant, the proposed road closures in conjunction with United Utilities Sewer Work, the progress of the new TESCO Supermarket and a proposed walkabout with Highways Officers. Councillor PJ Edwards reported on budget issues and on the findings of the Boundary Committee which proposed no change to Middlewich. 
Councillor MJ Parsons also circulated a report on the Children and Families Scrutiny Committee. 

Resolved 6499

That the reports be received. 

11. To receive written reports from outside bodies

No reports had been received. 

12. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

No Members’ items had been received.

FINANCE
13. To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring reports

Resolved 6500

That the reports be approved.

14. To consider the renewal of the Service Level Agreement with Cheshire Constabulary for the two Police Community Support Officers.

Resolved 6501
That the item be deferred until a meeting is held between the Town Council and Cheshire Constabulary. 

15.  “Shaping our Services” – Consultation event by Cheshire East Council

It was reported that an invitation had been received from Cheshire East Council to these events which were part of their business planning and budget setting process for 2010 and beyond. 
Resolved 6502

That the date be noted and Members be encouraged to attend one of the events
POLICY CONSIDERATION

16. To begin the process of Middlewich achieving Fair-trade town accreditation

Resolved 6503
(1) That the Council agrees to seek accreditation for Middlewich to become a Fair Trade Town working in partnership with Middlewich Chamber of Trade, local businesses, residents and other stakeholders. 
(2) That the Town Centre Events Manager seek the support of the Middlewich Chamber of Trade to the formation of an independent Steering Group to manage the accreditation process and that Councillors KN Bagnall and PJ Hirst be the Town Council’s representatives on the Steering Group.
17. To begin the process of Middlewich becoming a Transition Town

Resolved 6504
That this item be deferred due to absence of Councillor W White.
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
18. To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13th October and 4th November 2009

Resolved 6505

That the minutes be received and approved.
19. Land Off Jersey Way – Notification of an appeal by Russell Homes

Resolved 6506

That the notification be noted.
20. Cross Lane/Booth Lane, Middlewich – Flood alleviation scheme – Letter from United Utilities

Resolved 6507

That the letter be noted.
21. To consider a list of recent planning applications

Resolved 6508

That recommendations in relation to recent planning applications be determined in accordance with Appendix A to the minutes.
22. Recent decisions by Cheshire East Council on planning applications

Resolved 6509

That the recent decisions of Cheshire East Council on planning applications be noted.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION

23. “Celebrating the past and looking forward to the future” – Letter from Congleton District Voluntary Action

Resolved 6510

That the letter of invitation to attend the 13th and final AGM of the Congleton District Voluntary Action be noted.

The meeting concluded at 8.05pm

Councillor P Farrell

Town Mayor

Signed……………………………………………………………………………2009
1738

