MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

CW10 9AT


Minutes of the Four Hundred and Seventh Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 21st June 2010, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor MJ Parsons, Councillors KN Bagnall, J Eaton, 
PJ Edwards, S Edwards, PJ Farrell, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and W White
1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors TCJ Eaton, JW Basford and CH Harrison. 
FEEDBACK AND REPORTS
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported that he had attended eight functions since becoming Mayor, including the following events:

100 years of Middlewich Cricket Club
His first Charity event at the Royal British Legion

A selection of Civic Services 

Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival

The Mayor also noted that he was due to attend the Boys Brigade Annual Open Evening on Friday 25th June.
Resolved 6596
That the Mayor’s announcements be noted. 

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

No declarations of interest were made. 
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 3rd July 2010 - Councillors S Edwards and PJ Farrell  

It was noted that both Middlewich Neighbourhood Police Team and Fiona Bruce, MP, wish to hold their surgeries alongside the Town Council. 
Resolved 6597
(1) That the rota be noted.
(2) That the rota be amended to ensure, where possible, a Cheshire East Ward member attends alongside a Town Councillor for 50% of the surgery dates.

6. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 406th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 17th May 2010, reconvened on Tuesday 18th May 2010

Resolved 6598
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
7. To consider any written Members’ questions on the Minutes
No questions had been submitted
8. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on 7th June 2010, reconvened on 14th June 2010
Resolved 6599
That the minutes be received.
9. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Town Clerk submitted a report on the meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting, including attending the North West Action for Market Town Awards where the Council won both the Partnership and Strategic Working Award and the North West Regional Award.
He reported that he had been involved in informal talks with the Leader of the Council, Cllr W Fitzgerald, and Fiona Bruce, MP, regarding governance. He presented a paper to the Council for their future comments. 
The Town Clerk also reported that the External Auditor had completed a ‘clean’ audit of the Town Council Accounts and Annual Return for 2009-10. There were no points for action raised by her. 
Resolved 6600
(1) That the report be noted.
(2) That a vote of thanks be given to the Officers of the Council for the work carried out in relation to the awards that had been won and the clean External Audit Report. 
10. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

A report was submitted by Councillor SN McGrory. Councillors PJ Edwards and MJ Parsons apologised for not submitting theirs.
Resolved 6601
That the report be received with thanks. 
11. To receive written reports from Outside Bodies

No reports had been received. 

12. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

No items had been previously submitted. 
FINANCE
13. To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 7th June 2010 and 14th June 2010

Resolved 6602

That the minutes be received. 

14. To receive and approve the monthly Financial and Budget Monitoring reports
The Town Clerk submitted the monthly financial and monitoring reports. 
Resolved 6603
That the reports be received and approved.
POLICY CONSIDERATION
15. To consider notice of an increase in the Service Charges for Room 1 and the Council Chamber, for the period 2010-11, from Cheshire East Council
Resolved 6604
That be considered at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
16. To consider undertaking the “Bench-Marking” process and the resources required to carry out the same
It was noted that the work involved with Bench-Marking is closely linked with that of the Vision. 
Resolved 6605
(1) That the “Bench-Marking” process be undertaken.
(2) That the Town Clerk, Vision Coordinator and Members of the Vision Steering Group who also sit on the Council, work together to identify and put suitable resources in place suitable resources. 

PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT
17. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8th June 2010
Resolved 6606
That the minutes be received. 
18. To receive an email and Operator’s Briefing Note from the Environment Agency relating to Kinderton Lodge Landfill Site 
It was suggested that measures should be in place to ensure action can be taken against the Environment Agency should they not take enforcement action over any breaches of the Licence. 

Resolved 6607
That the appropriate MPs and the Local Government Communities Minister be contacted to request their involvement in ensuring that the conditions of the licence are followed.  
19. To consider the request from Cheshire East Council for support towards an audit of Open Space Provision and to decide what resources are necessary to carry out the audit
It was reported that the proposed audit of Open Spaces would need to be carried out thoroughly in order for the town to achieve the most benefit. . 
Resolved 6608
(1) That the Open Space Provision Audit be carried out.
(2) That the Town Clerk review all possible resources available to the Council in order to collate the data.

(3) That the Town Clerk request an extension on the time scale in order to allow the Council to complete the audit to a high standard. 
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION
20.
To note a letter received from Middlewich Primary School regarding the Town Council’s Grant towards swimming lessons
Resolved 6609
That the letter be received with thanks.  
21
To receive the notice of Cheshire Constabulary’s Police Question Time meetings
Resolved 6610
That the notice be received. 
22.
To consider the request for updates to Cheshire East Council’s Members’ handbook
Resolved 6611
(1) That the request be updated and returned to Cheshire East Council.

(2) That Cheshire East Council be informed that most Town and Parish Councils do not change their Clerk each year and therefore it would be more appropriate that the form should only ask for the name of the Clerk and not the “New Clerk”.

The meeting concluded at 8.05 pm
Councillor MJ Parsons
Town Mayor
Signed……………………………………………………………………………2010
1772

