MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

CW10 9AS

Minutes of the Four Hundred and Tenth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 18th October 2010, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor MJ Parsons, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, 

PJ Edwards, S Edwards, CH Harrison, PJ Hirst and SN McGrory 
1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received and approved from Councillors J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Farrell and W White.
FEEDBACK AND REPORTS
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported that he had attended a number of functions including a Charity Quiz in aid of his chosen charity, the Community Pride awards, where Middlewich was awarded the Little Gem Award for Katy’s Wall, 25th Year anniversary dinner for the Town Clerk and the Cricket Club Annual Awards.
The Mayor also reported that he was due to attend four more events in the following week and currently has eight events to attend prior to Christmas. The Mayor informed Members of upcoming events including Open Mic. Night at the Boars Head on Wednesday 20th October, Clean Team Bulb Planting on Sunday 24th October, Street Pastors’ launch at the United Reformed Church on 31st October and the Remembrance Parade and Service on Sunday 14th November. 
Resolved 6651
That the Mayor’s announcements be noted. 

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillors PJ Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons, as members of Cheshire East Council each declared a general interest in all items which related to Cheshire East Council. 

5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 6th November 2010 - Councillors J Eaton and PJ Farrell  

Resolved 6652
That the rota be noted and a reminder be sent to Councillors J Eaton and PJ Farrell.
6. To consider any written questions submitted to the Open Forum
Mr A Langley submitted a request for better signage to be installed around the Town to direct residents and visitors to car parks and places of information or where information can be obtained. He also requested that the Information Terminal Kiosk be reinstated somewhere central to the Town. 
Mr Langley also requested that further work be carried out to the Centurion Way Roundabout to improve its appearance. 

Resolved 6653

(1) That details of the cost of reinstating the Information Terminal Kiosk be obtained.

(2) That the item be taken to the next meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee. 

(3) That the item also be taken to the Vision Accessibility Action Team.
7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 409th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council held on Monday 20th September 2010 

Resolved 6654
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8. To receive and approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Middlewich Town Council held on Tuesday 10th August 2010

Resolved 6655

That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record. 

9. To consider any written Members’ questions on the Minutes
No questions had been submitted.
10. To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on 6th October 2010
Resolved 6656
That the minutes be received.
11. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Town Clerk submitted a report on the meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting together with recent correspondence which had been received. 
The Town Clerk reported that whilst Middlewich did not win the Action for Market Towns National Award, positive feedback and praise for the work that is carried out within Middlewich was received from numerous people over the two-day event. 

Resolved 6657
That the report be noted.
12. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Reports were submitted by Councillors MJ Parsons and SN McGrory.
Resolved 6658
That the reports be received with thanks. 
13. To receive written reports from Outside Bodies

The following reports regarding the activities of Outside Bodies were submitted:-

· Middlewich Vision Periodic Report
· Minutes of the Community Pride Group held on 14th September 2010
Resolved 6659
That the reports be received. 
14. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

No items had been submitted. 
FINANCE
15. To receive and approve the monthly financial and budget monitoring reports
The Town Clerk reported that, due to a technical error with the financial system, the reports had not been produced in readiness for the meeting. 
The Town Clerk also reported that he was currently arranging a suitable date for RBS to attend the Council offices to provide further clarification to the Members on the content and style of the reports. 
Resolved 6660
That the reports be taken to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on 1st November 2010. 
16. To consider a request from Middlewich and District Round Table to sponsor a barrel of beer for the Annual Charity Beer Festival
Resolved 6661
(1) That the request for £50.00 be granted. 
(2) That it be requested that the barrel of beer obtained be either organic, fair-trade or locally brewed with an appropriate, inoffensive, name. 

POLICY CONSIDERATION
17. To review Cheshire East Council’s Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan and make recommendations in connection with the consultation
Resolved 6662
(1) That the item be taken to a Meeting of the Consultation Group.

(2) That details on the cost of producing and distributing the draft plan be requested.

18. To review Cheshire East Council’s Draft Policy on the Licensing of Sexual Entertainment Venues and make recommendations in connection with the consultation

Resolved 6663

That the item be taken to a Meeting of the Consultation Group.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

19. To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 12th October 2010

No minutes were received as the meeting had not been held as there had not been a quorum.
20. (1) To consider taking a formal resolution to make representation at the Covanta Planning Enquiry
Resolved 6664
(1) That the Town Clerk write to the Planning Inspectorate registering a request to make representation and to speak at the forthcoming Covanta Planning Enquiry
(2) That details of the points to be made by the Council be sent to the Inspectorate for information prior to the Enquiry. 

20.
(2) To consider the request from Councillor MJ Parsons to send a letter to the Prime Minister, as Mayor of the Council, regarding incinerator matters 

Resolved 6665

(1) That the letter be sent by Councillor MJ Parsons as Mayor of the Council.

(2) That the letter also be sent to the Secretary of State for Environment and the Congleton MP, Fiona Bruce. 

(3) That the Town Clerk reviews the letter prior to posting. 
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION
21. To receive a copy of the maiden speech made by Fiona Bruce MP to the House of Commons
Resolved 6666
(1) That the speech be noted.
(2) That thanks be sent to Fiona Bruce for the support given to Middlewich within the speech and her letter received under the Clerk’s Report. 

22. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
Resolved 6667
It was agreed to exclude the Press and the Public from the Meeting on the grounds that the business is confidential and publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

Part Two
23. (1) To receive notes on tendering bids for the Brine Pump Conservation Management Plan
Resolved 6668

That the notes be received.
23.
(2) To formally appoint Consultants to undertake the Conservation Management Plan
Resolved 6669
(1) That Heritage Works be appointed as the Consultants to carry out the Brine Pump Conservation Management Plan.

(2) That the Heritage Development Officer be given the authority to lead on this Project on the Town Council’s behalf. 

(3) That the Town Council would act as “banker” for the Project, with the funding of £25,000 from English Heritage to be paid to the Town Council in stages, in arrears. 

The meeting concluded at 8:20 pm
Councillor MJ Parsons
Town Mayor
Signed……………………………………………………………………………2010
1785

