MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Town Council’s Planning Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber on Tuesday 28 April 2009 commencing at 6.00 pm 

Present

Councillor KN Bagnall, J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, P Hirst, MJ Parsons and W White.  Also present JPA Williams and SH Dent.

Apologies

Councillors P J Edwards, S Edwards and P Farrell.
1
Declaration of Members’ Interests
No interests were declared.
2
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2009 were approved as a correct record.

3
Proposed Energy from Waste Plant – Presentation by Covanta
The Committee received a presentation from Covanta in relation to their proposal to build an energy from waste plant at the Mid Point 18 Industrial Park.

4
Albion Chemical Works Site – Presentation on behalf of Bluefield Land
It was noted that Bluefield Land had requested a postponement of their presentation in respect of this proposed development.  This would be given to a future meeting of the Committee after the Company had been given the opportunity to give a similar presentation to Cheshire East Council.

5
Recommendations regarding recent Planning Applications in Middlewich

Consideration was given to recently submitted planning applications and recommendations made as follows:
09/0723T

42 Greendale Drive – Mr John McLuckie – application to fell sycamore and ash trees.  MTC: Objection as it is thought a better solution would be for the trees to be pollarded under the direction of the appropriate Cheshire East Council officer.
09/0644H

Land west of Warmingham Lane – United Utilities – Hedgerow removal.  MTC:  No objection.
(Note:  The Chairman agreed to allow consideration of the following application as urgent business in order to comply with the deadline of 15 May 2009 set by Cheshire East Council.)

09/0415/C

The Vaults, Wheelock Street – London Town Pubs – Retrospective planning application for metal perimeter boundary fence and car park gates.  MTC: No objection.

The Committee expressed concern In respect of the above and previous retrospective planning applications and asked for an item to be placed on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting with a view to appropriate representations being made to Cheshire East Council regarding the possibility of increasing the fees for such applications.
6
Application Recently Determined

The following recently determined application was noted:

08/2040/FUL

The Boars Head Hotel, Kinderton Street – Frederic Robinson Ltd – Renewal of permission for a timber portable building for the Pigeon Club.  MTC: No objection.  CEC: Refusal of full application.
(Note:  The officers were requested to find out the reasons for refusal in respect of the above application.)

7
Strategic Review of the Green Belt in the North West 
Consideration was given to information to be submitted to ChALC’s Macclesfield and Trafford Area meeting regarding proposals for a strategic review of the green belt as part of the consultation on the first stage of the new single integrated Regional Strategy.
Whilst Middlewich would not be directly affected by any re-designation of green belt land, the town might be affected by any alteration to the local designation of Areas of Special County Value.  

The Committee felt that it should be pointed out that there is unused employment land readily available in Middlewich and that it seemed inappropriate to re-designate green belt or Areas of Special County Value when such land was still available.
It was agreed that Councillors KN Bagnall, J Eaton and MJ Parsons would try and attend the meeting of ChALC’s Macclesfield and Trafford area meeting to be held on 7th May 2009.
8
Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 20th May 2009 and not the original programmed date of 26th May.  This was so that sufficient time could be given to present the Council’s comments to the Cheshire East Southern Planning Committee to be held on 3rd June.

The meeting commenced at 6pm and finished at 7.02 pm.

