MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

CW10 9AS

Minutes of the Four Hundred and Ninth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 20th September 2010, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor MJ Parsons, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, 

J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, PJ Farrell, CH Harrison, SN McGrory and W White
1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

An apology for absence was received from Councillor PJ Hirst.
FEEDBACK AND REPORTS
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported that so far he had attended twenty functions and events which recently had included a visit by 1st Cledford Brownies and visits to the Boys Brigade, Middlewich Show, Middlewich Cricket Club, United Reformed Church and Bembridge Court.
He thanked the Deputy Mayor, Councillor CH Harrison for her support and for standing in for him when required and thanked all those who had been involved in the successful WW2 event.

He also reported that he had been involved in meetings with the Council staff and that alterations had been made to the Mayor’s Chain of Office.

Resolved 6634
That the Mayor’s announcements be noted. 

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillors PJ Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons, as members of Cheshire East Council each declared a general interest in all items which related to Cheshire East Council. 

5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 2nd October 2010 - Councillors CH Harrison and MJ Parsons  

Resolved 6635
That the rota be noted.
6. To consider any written questions submitted to the Open Forum
No questions had been submitted.
7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 408th meeting of Middlewich Town Council held on Monday 19th July 2010 

Resolved 6636
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8. To consider any written Members’ questions on the Minutes
No questions had been submitted.
9. To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on 1st September 2010
Resolved 6637
That the minutes be received.
10. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Town Clerk submitted a report on the meetings and events he had attended since the last Town Council meeting.
Resolved 6638
That the report be noted.
11. To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Reports were submitted by Councillors PJ Edwards and MJ Parsons.
Resolved 6639
That the reports be received with thanks. 
12. To receive written reports from Outside Bodies

The following reports regarding the activities of Outside Bodies were submitted:-

· Mid Cheshire Rail User’s Report AGM
· Minutes of the Larger Council’s Clerks’ Meeting, 30th April 2010

· Town Clerk’s presentation to the Sustainable Towns Network

· Town Clerk’s presentation to the Recovery Task Group

· Middlewich Vision Periodic Report
Resolved 6640
That the reports be received. The content of the Clerk’s presentations were to be made available in the public domain in accordance with a request from Cllr. W White under agenda item 10. 
13. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

Councillor KN Bagnall raised an item regarding the closure of the Middlewich Branch of NationalWestminster Bank on a Thursday. He reported that a decision had been made to close the branch each Thursday as there was a lack of demand for its services on that day. Whilst some public notices informing users of the closure had been placed in the branch and local newspapers, many local traders and residents were unaware of, and unhappy with the changes. 
Resolved 6641
It was agreed that a letter be sent to both the Area Office at the Northwich Branch of National Westminster and also the the Chief Executive, expressing the Council’s objection to the decision made and requesting a copy of their Customer Charter.
FINANCE
14. To receive and approve the monthly financial and budget monitoring reports
The Town Clerk submitted the monthly financial and budget monitoring reports. 

Councillor W White requested further explanation and an analysis of the reports. 
Resolved 6642
(1) That the reports be received and approved.
(2) That a separate meeting be held to provide a clear breakdown and explanation of how the reports prepared via the computerised accounts system are presented. 
15. To consider a Grant Application from Middlewich Clean Team
Resolved 6643
That the application be taken to the next meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee consideration be given to supporting the Clean Team by means of a standing, annual Grant.  
16. To consider a Grant Application from CHAIN
Resolved 6644
That the application be taken to the next meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee for further deliberation. 

POLICY CONSIDERATION
17. To review Cheshire East Council’s Draft Economic Development Strategy and make recommendations in connection with the consultation
Resolved 6645
That the item be taken to a meeting of the Consultation Group.

PLANNING AND THE ENVIRONMENT
18. To make recommendations on recent planning applications
Resolved 6646
That the decisions be made as shown in Appendix A as attached to these minutes. 

19. To note the recent decisions of Cheshire East Council
Resolved 6647
That the recent decisions of Cheshire East Council, as detailed in Appendix B, be noted. 
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION
20. To receive a letter from Cheshire East Cllr Jamie Macrae and notes on the Sustainable Towns Network
Resolved 6648
That the letter and notes be received, with appreciation to the Town Clerk for making the closing remarks at the Network Meeting, as recorded in the report.
21. To consider a request for participation by Cheshire FM
Resolved 6649
(1) That the request for participation be accepted. 
(2) That thorough preparation be undertaken through either the Communications Group or Employment & Operations Committee. 

(3) That either the Mayor or the Town Clerk be the representative for the Council.

22. To receive a letter from Local Authority Publishing and consider whether further action be undertaken to produce a Town Guide
Resolved 6650
That the item be taken to a meeting of the Communications Group.
23. To receive the attached letter from Cheshire Community Action, consider a nomination for the Board of Trustees and delegate the representative to attend the AGM on Thursday 27th October 2010
Resolved 6651
(1) That the letter be received.

(2) That the Town Clerk be requested to attend the Annual General Meeting. 

The meeting concluded at 8:24pm
Councillor MJ Parsons
Town Mayor
Signed……………………………………………………………………………2010
1785

