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MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Eightieth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 21st January 2008
Part One

Present
The Mayor Councillor PJ Edwards, Councillors S Edwards, SN McGrory, P Farrell, T Eaton, John Brown, M Parsons, PJ Hirst, K Bagnall, C Harrison, J Eaton and J Basford
1 The Meeting was opened with Prayers read by Councillor Paul Edwards
2 To receive and approve apologies for absence

No apologies were received  
3 To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor
The Mayor reported it had been a quiet month for Mayoral event however, he advised of upcoming events that included the Mayors annual dinner and ball being held on Friday 28th March, presenting a cheque to the Football Club and a Middlewich Singers event.
4 To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item
There were no members interests declared

5 Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on February 2nd 2008 - Jim Basford and John Brown

Members were reminded of the surgery times and date. There was concern about where the surgery was being held as it is advertised as being held in the library though previously it was agreed to hold surgeries at the Farmers Markets. 
Resolved 6153

After much discussion it was agreed that the surgeries would be held in the Library until further notice. 
6 To consider any questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting
There were no questions previously received
7 To receive and approve the Minutes of the 379th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 17th December 

Resolved 6154
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record
8 To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted
Resolved 6155
There were no questions previously submitted 

9 To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information (To be presented at the meeting)
Stephen Dent the Acting Town Clerk advised Members on meetings and events that he and the Town Clerk had attended over the past month. The Acting Town Clerk advised Members of the additional correspondence that were circulated for information, these included:

· Correspondence from Cheshire County Council regarding the contact details of the Area Highways Office 

· Correspondence from Congleton Borough Council regarding the ‘At Home with Local Councils’ Meeting

· Information on training provided by ChALC

· Correspondence from the CAB thanking the Council for the grant

Members were also advised of how the Clerk was doing in view of his recent operation. It was agreed that a card and flowers would be sent on behalf of the Council. 

10 To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring reports
Resolved 6156
The Monthly report and monitoring report were received and approved.
11 To approve the Annual Returns Report

Within the report there had been recommendation to appoint a Member to oversee the finances of the Council. it was proposed that this should be done by Councillor Keith Bagnall.  
Resolved 6167

The audit report was received and approved. It was also approved that Councillor Keith Bagnall would oversee the finances of the Council. This would be forwarded to the Employment and Operations Committee to develop the Terms of Reference for this position.  

12 To receive written reports from County and Borough Councillors
Resolved 6168 
That the reports be received with thanks.

13 To receive written reports from outside bodies
Resolved 6169
That the reports be received with thanks. 
14 To receive a report from the Events Organiser
Resolved 6170
The report was received with thanks

15 To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted: 

There were no questions previously received
POLICY AND CONSIDERATION
16 To consider grant application from Middlewich Rose Fete
It was reported that this was a standing annual grant subject to the receipt of a report. It was considered that the information provided was the report. 

Resolved 6171

That the Report be received with thanks and the grant be awarded.

17 To Consider the attached report regarding Swans on Booth Lane
Resolved 6172

The suggestions of the report were considered by Members and after much discussion on the issue with regards to the action that should be taken, if any, it was agreed that discussion should be opened between the South East Cheshire Ornithological Group, the local Swan Study Group, Cheshire County Highways and the police to consider possible methods of protecting the Swans. It was considered by Members that this could be done through signage, the reduction of the speed limit to 30mph and a leaflet drop to residents surrounding the area advising of implications of feeding the swans.  
18 To consider Trent and Mersey Canal Town Path Project ( Copy email attached)
Resolved 6173
It was agreed that the available section106 monies should be spent to benefit the wider community. It was though by Members that the renewal of a footpath did not do this and the money should be injected into projects that provide further facilities in the town. 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
19 To receive and approve the minutes of the Planning Committee held on Monday 14th January 2008 
Resolved 6174

That the minutes be received
20 To consider the Congleton Borough Local Development Framework consultation on core strategies and options paper 

Resolved 6175
That this item be forwarded to the next meeting of the Town Council. 

REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 

To consider any issues arising from reports circulated for information 

There were no issues arising 

The meeting concluded at 20:03
Councillor Paul Edwards
Town Mayor

Signed………………………………………………………………….2007
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