MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety-Fifth (Annual General) Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Wych Centre, Middlewich on Monday 18th May 2008 commencing at 7.15
Present

The Mayor Councillor PJ Edwards, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton, S Edwards, P Farrell, C Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory, M Parsons and W White

1 The meeting was opened with prayers read by Mrs Jacqui Briscoe
2 Apologies for absence.

An apology for absence was received from Councillor TCJ Eaton.
3 Nominations for the Office of Town Mayor for the forthcoming Civic Year.

The Mayor called for nominations to elect the Town Mayor for the forthcoming year. Councillor MJ Parsons proposed that Councillor P Farrell be elected Town Mayor. The motion was seconded by Councillor JW Basford.
4 Any other nominations, before putting the Motion to the Vote

As there were no other nominations, the Members of the Council voted, and the motion of electing Councillor P Farrell was carried unanimously.

5 Election of Town Mayor

The Town Mayor, Councillor P Farrell read and signed the declaration of office and placed the Chain of Office on her Consort, Mr K Farrell.

6 Vote of Thanks for the previous year of Office

Councillor SN McGrory thanked the retiring Town Mayor for the work he had done in his previous year in office and Councillor P Farrell seconded the vote.

7 Vote of thanks by the Retiring Mayor

Councillor PJ Edwards thanked Members of the Council, Town Council Officers, his family and residents of the town for their support during his two years of office.  He gave particular thanks for the assistance given in respect of his charity, St Luke’s Hospice.  Councillor Edwards then presented a cheque for £3,240 to St Luke’s Hospice

8
Nominations for the Office of Deputy Town Mayor for the forthcoming Civic Year
Councillor SN McGrory proposed that Councillor MJ Parsons be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the forthcoming year. Councillor J Eaton seconded the Motion.

9   
Any other nominations, before putting the Motion to the Vote

 As there were none, a vote was taken and the motion that Councillor MJ Parsons be elected Deputy Town Mayor was carried unanimously.
10

Election of Deputy Town Mayor

The ribbon of office was placed on the newly appointed Deputy Mayor and the declaration of office was read and signed. The new Deputy Mayor thanked the Council for his election. 

11

Appointment to Committees and Outside Bodies

It was proposed by Councillor KN Bagnall and seconded by Councillor PJ Hirst that the list of appointments to committees and outside bodies be approved en bloc.  The motion was carried unanimously.
12

Proposal to adjourn the Meeting

At this point in the proceedings, it was agreed that the meeting be adjourned and would reconvene on Tuesday 19th May at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber Middlewich. 

Minutes of the Reconvened Three Hundred and Ninety-Fifth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Tuesday 19th May 2008 commencing at 7.15 pm
Present

The Mayor Councillor P Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, C Harrison, SN McGrory, M Parsons and W White

13

The meeting was opened with prayers read by the Town Clerk

14

To receive and approve apologies for absence

An apology for absence was received from Councillor PJ Hirst.

15

To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor thanked all those concerned with the organisation of the Annual Mayor making held on the previous evening and reported on her visit earlier in the day to Middlewich Primary School for their Educating Sustainable Communities event.  Pupils from the School would be visiting the Council Chamber on 15th June.
16

To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillors PJ Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons each declared personal interests in all of those items where Cheshire East Council had an involvement.
17
Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on June 6th 2009 -Councillors S Edwards and P Farrell 
Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.

18

To consider any questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting:

It was reported that a request had been received from Sula Stanley of 5 Ayrshire Close to make a short statement concerning the planning application from Covanta for an energy from waste plant but that the Council were now being asked to agree to this statement being made at the Planning Committee on 20 May 2009.

Resolved 6402

That the request to speak at the Planning Committee be agreed.
19
To receive and approve the Minutes of the 394th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 20th April 2009
Resolved 6403

That the minutes be approved as a correct record.

 20
To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted
No questions had been submitted.

21
To receive the Minutes of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 6th May 2009
Resolved 6404

That the minutes be received.

22
To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information
No report was available.

23
To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring report
Resolved 6405

That the report be approved.

24
To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors
Resolved 6406

That the reports from the Cheshire East Councillors be received with thanks.

25
To receive written reports from outside bodies
Councillor PJ Edwards reported on his attendance at the Area ChALC meeting and a meeting with the Police.  A written report on these and other meetings would be circulated to Members.

Members expressed concern that Cheshire East Council had decided not to allow representation from town and parish councils on the Local Strategic Partnership and that Middlewich would not be represented on the Local Area Partnership.

Resolved 6407

That the Town Clerk, in consultation with Councillor W White, be requested to write to the Chief Executive, the Leader of the Council and Head of Policy and Performance at Cheshire East Council  to express the Town Council’s concern at the exclusion of parish and town councils from membership of the Local Strategic Partnership and Local Area Partnership. 
26

To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted
No items had been submitted.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

27

Annual Report and Final Accounts of the Town Council 2008-2009
The Town Clerk submitted the Council’s Annual Report and final accounts for the year 2008-2009. 

Resolved 6408
(1)
That the Annual Report and the Final Accounts for 2008-009 be approved.

(2)
That a letter of thanks be sent to Congleton District Voluntary Action for the work they have undertaken on behalf of the Council in respect of payroll.
28

To confirm the appointment of an Internal Auditor 
Consideration was given to the re-appointment of an internal auditor for 2009-2010.
Resolved 6409
That the appointment of Mrs A Usherwood as the Town Council’s Internal Auditor for 2009-2010 be confirmed and the Town Clerk be requested to write to Mrs Usherwood to thank her for her services.

29
Review of the Internal Audit Procedures May 2009. 
The Town Clerk submitted a report on a review of internal audit procedures.
Resolved
6410
(1)
That approval be given to the internal audit arrangements outlined in the report.
(2)
That the Town Council, having reviewed the effectiveness of their system of internal audit is satisfied in respect of its scope, independence, competence, relationships, audit planning and reporting.

(3)
That consideration of whether to appoint a professional internal auditor be deferred for twelve months as the Council is satisfied with the present arrangements.

30

Internal Audit Plan 2009
The Town Clerk submitted the Internal audit Plan for 2009.
Resolved 6411
That approval be given to the Internal Audit Plan and the methods of testing the internal controls.

31

Risk Assessment Analysis May 2009
The Town Clerk submitted a schedule showing an analysis of risk assessments.
Resolved 6412
That approval be given to the Risk Assessment Analysis as at May 2009.

32

 Asset Register for May 2009
The Town Clerk submitted the Asset Register updated as at May 2009.

Resolved 6413
That the Asset Register be approved and noted.

33

Revised Financial Regulations
Consideration was given to a revision of the Town Council’s Financial Regulations as recommended by the Employment and Operations Committee.
Resolved 6414
That the revised Financial Regulations as now submitted be approved and adopted.

34

 Annual Governance Statement 

The Town Clerk submitted the Annual Governance Statement.

Resolved 6415
That the Annual Governance Statement be approved.

POLICY AND CONSIDERATION
35
To consider correspondence from the Cheshire Police Authority concerning the “Have Your Say” meetings
A letter from the Cheshire Police Authority indicating that the request for a “Have Your Say” meeting to be held in Middlewich would be considered at a review to be held in November 2009 was received.
36
Consultation by Cheshire East Council concerning the proposed extinguishment of public footpath no 4 and restricted byway no. 6 (part)
Consideration was given to a letter from Cheshire East Council consulting the Town Council on proposals to extinguish the above public footpath.

Resolved 6416

That the proposal to extinguish the footpath be supported.

37
Correspondence from the National Training Strategy for Town and Parish Councils – Submission of Section 7 – the Power of Well-Being
It was noted that the Town Clerk now fulfilled the eligibility criteria for a qualified Clerk as prescribed in the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008 and had been awarded the appropriate certificate.
38
Correspondence from Cheshire Community Action concerning renewal of membership
(Note: Councillor W White declared a personal interest in this item).

Resolved 6417

That approval be given to the renewal of the Council’s membership of Cheshire Community Action.

39

Middlewich Rose Fete
(Note: Councillors JW Basford, J Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons each declared personal interests in this item).

Resolved 6418
That the report on the activities at the Middlewich Rose Fete in 2008 be received and that the Town Clerk be requested to discuss the release of the grant from the Town Council with Councillor S Edwards.

40

Correspondence from St Michaels and All Angels Ringing Team 
A letter from St Michaels and All Angels Ringing Team thanking the Town Council for giving them a grant of £100 was received.
41

Correspondence from Thomas Fattorini Ltd

A letter was submitted from the above company giving quotations for various items of civic regalia.

Resolved 6419

That no action be taken.

42
Correspondence from Cheshire East Council seeking comments on their application for civil parking enforcement powers
Consideration was given to a letter from Cheshire East Council seeking comments on their application for civil parking enforcement powers.

Resolved 6420

(1)
That whilst Middlewich Town Council has no objection in principle to the application to the DfT for powers relating to parking enforcement, the Council is against the proposal in practical terms as it is proposed to appoint only two civil enforcement officers and the proposals will be a reduction in service to the town as at present there are 3 Police Community Support Officers in Middlewich whose duties include enforcement relating to on-street parking.  

(2)
That Cheshire East Council be asked to give consideration to devolving parking enforcement and control of car parks to the Town Council as they have obtained Quality Parish Status and are capable of taking on such activities.

(3)
That the Town Clerk be requested to write to Councillor B Sylvester, Deputy Leader of Cheshire East Council and Safer and Stronger Communities Portfolio Holder asking that the full complement of enforcement officers be employed on a regular basis to Middlewich.
(4)
That, with regards to the possibility of introducing charges for car parking, this Council believes that this would not be beneficial to the town at this stage as, aside from the detrimental effect this would have on the economy of the town centre, our car parks are quite extensively used for festivals and other events and the potential for charging for the use of car parks for those events to replace lost income would place those events in jeopardy.

43
Claymore Business Machines – to consider an offer to update the Council’s multi-function copier.

Resolved 6421

That consideration of upgrading the Town Council’s copier be referred to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

(Note: Councillor W White voted against this decision.)

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
44
To receive and approve the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 28th April 2009
Resolved 6422

That consideration be deferred to the next meeting to enable the minutes to be circulated.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
45
Correspondence from Equality and Human Rights Commission concerning Public Sector Duties
Resolved 6423

That the correspondence be received

46
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service – letter concerning their final Corporate Plan and Integrated Risk Management Plan
Resolved 6424

That the correspondence be received

47


Cheshire Police Authority “Have Your Say” meetings circular

Resolved

That the circular be noted


The meeting concluded at 8.35 pm
Councillor P Farrell
Town Mayor

Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
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