

MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL
Victoria Building
Lewin Street
Middlewich


Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety-Fourth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 20th April 2009, commencing at 7.15pm


Part One

Present

The Deputy Mayor in the Chair, Councillor P Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton. TCJ Eaton, C Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons 

1. The meeting was opened with prayers read by the Town Clerk. 

2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies were received from The Mayor, Councillor PJ Edwards, Councillor S Edwards and Councillor W White.

3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor submitted a written report on his attendance at the following events:

Winsford Mayor’s Ball
Presentations to the retiring Chief Executives of Congleton Borough and Cheshire County Councils in recognition of their support to Middlewich.
Cheshire East meeting on 1st April to meet the new Mayor and Deputy Mayor following the granting of a charter giving Borough status to the new Council.

Resolved 6375

That the events attended by the Mayor be noted.

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

No Interests were declared.

                                                                                                                                                                    

5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 2nd May 2009 Councillors J Eaton and TCJ Eaton

Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.  

Resolved 6376

That the rota be noted.

6.	To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting

No questions had been submitted.

7.	To receive and approve the Minutes of the 393rd Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 16th March 2009 

Resolved 6377

That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.

8.	To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted. 

9.	To receive minutes from the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 1st April 2009

The minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 1st April 2009 were submitted.

Resolved 6378

That the minutes be received and noted.

10.	To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk reported on the meetings and events attended since the last meeting

Resolved 6379

That the report be received. 


11. To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring report

Resolved 6380

That the report be approved.

12.	To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

The Mayor, Councillor PJ Edwards and Councillor MJ Parsons submitted reports in their capacities of Cheshire East Councillors.

Resolved 6381

That the reports be received with thanks.

13		To receive written reports from outside bodies 

Councillor PJ Hirst submitted a report on his attendance at a meeting held at the Middlewich Community Church on 1 April 2009 to receive a presentation on the North West Regional Strategy Consultation on its Principles and Issues paper for the Voluntary Sector North West.

Resolved 6382

That the report be received.
 
14. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

Councillor W White had submitted a request that the Council consider adding contact details of Members and Officers permanently to the Go Local community magazine to ensure that residents on four separate occasions each year have easy access to those details.

Resolved 6383

That consideration of this matter be referred to the Communications Group and the Town Clerk be asked to report to that Group on the requirements for complying with Quality Parish status and on the financial implications.

15. 	Communications Group

(a) 	Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 31st March 2009

Resolved 6384

That the minutes of the meeting of the Communications Group held on 31st March 2009 be received and noted.

(b)	Marketing Strategy

Resolved 6385

That the recommendations of the Communications Group in respect of expenditure on a marketing strategy as set out in minute 4 (a), (b) and (c) of the minutes of that Group be approved.

16.	Allocation of Section 106 Funding

The Town Clerk submitted a report on a formal request to the former Congleton Borough Council to secure the outstanding sums of Section 106 monies held by the Borough on behalf of the Town of Middlewich to be handed over to the Town Council for safe custody and ultimate expenditure on appropriate community facilities.

Resolved 6386

That the report be received and noted.

17.	Middlewich Inward Investment 2001 – 2009

The Town Clerk submitted a report on the inward investment which had been achieved by the Town Council and Middlewich Vision in their direct involvement of projects, including involvement with partnerships, to deliver specific projects.

Resolved 6387

That the report be received.

18.	Completion of the Annual Audit 2007/08

The Town Clerk submitted (a) the External Auditor’s certificate and opinion in respect of the 2007/2008 accounts and (b) notes form a District Audit Seminar held on 26 March2009.

Resolved 6388

That the certificate and opinion and notes be received.




19. 	To consider increasing the Council’s Fidelity Limit with the Insurers

The Town Clerk reported that the Council’s External Auditors were recommending that the Council’s fidelity insurance be raised to a new limit of £500,000.  There would be a modest increase to the annual premium charge for this.

Resolved 6389

That the Town Clerk be authorised to increase the fidelity limit to £500,000.

20.	To approve the Town Council Annual Report 2008/9

Consideration was given to the following reports:

a)	Report and annual overview of the Council’s activities from the Town Mayor

(b)	The Annual Financial Report from the Council, with explanatory notes to the accounts

(c)	Lists of grants issued to community groups and organisations under the power of Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972

(d)	Contact details for the Town Council, including Members and Officers and signposts to relevant websites and information

Resolved 6390

That the reports be approved.

21.		Training Needs Assessment for Councillors

The Town Clerk submitted forms on which Members were requested to identify their training requirements.

Resolved 6391

That Members be asked to return completed forms to the Town Clerk and that the Employment and Operations Committee be requested to consider the returns and overview the implementation of training for Councillors.  Again, this was an example of good practice, while providing evidence for QPS re-accreditation.

22.	Middlewich Vision – financial support for salaries – Request for cash flow support

Consideration was given to a request for the Council’s financial support for Middlewich Vision salaries to be paid over the first six months of the financial year instead of being spread over twelve months.  This would enable the Vision to fill the vacant post of Project Officer pending the receipt of a grant from Cheshire East Council.

Resolved 6392

That the request from Middlewich vision be approved.

23.	ChALC – Affiliation Fee 2009-2010

A letter from ChALC was submitted asking for the renewal of the affiliation fee to their organisation.

Resolved 6393

That approval be given to the payment of the affiliation fee to ChALC.

24.	“At Home” with Local Councils – 9th March 2009

A Letter from Congleton Borough Council was submitted enclosing the notes of the “At Home” meeting held on 9th March.

Resolved 6394

That the letter and meeting notes be received.

POLICY CONSIDERATION

25.	Revision of Standing Orders

Consideration was given to revised Standing Orders.

Resolved 6395

That the revised Standing Orders as now submitted be approved and adopted.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

26.	To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 7 April 2009 

Resolved 6396

That the minutes be received and noted.



27.		Key Service Centre Investment Prospectus – A tale of developer and planner

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk on proposals for investment in Middlewich Town Centre in association with the proposed new supermarket.

Resolved 6397

That the report be noted and thanks be given to the Town Clerk and Councillor SN McGrory for the work they have been undertaking in connection with this project.

28.		Proposed Tesco food store at the rear of Wheelock Street

The Town Clerk reported on the recommendations from the Town Council submitted to the former Congleton Borough Council Planning Committee regarding the proposed Tesco food store on land at the rear of Wheelock Street.

Resolved 6398

That the report be noted and submitted to the Cheshire East Council as Middlewich Town Council’s observations on the current planning application from Tesco.

29.		Middlewich Schools Potential Sustainable Environmental Project

The Town Clerk reported on discussions being held with Middlewich Schools regarding the potential for setting up a sustainable environmental project.

Resolved 6399

That the report be noted and that it be suggested that opportunity be taken to introduce the concept of using Fair Trade products into this project.

Part Two

30.		Exclusion of the Press and Public

Resolved 6400

That the press and public be excluded from this meeting on the grounds that the business is confidential and publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest
 
31.	Staff – Salaries and Conditions

Consideration was given to suggestions regarding the pay and conditions of officers, following on from discussions at the Employment and Operations Committee and detailed examination by Councillors SN McGrory and MJ Parsons.

Resolved 6401

That staff pay and conditions be varied as now determined.


 The meeting concluded at 8.25 pm

Councillor Pamela Farrell
Town Mayor
Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
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