MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety-Second Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 16th February 2009, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor Councillor PJ Edwards, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, S Edwards, P Farrell, C Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and W White
1. The meeting was opened with prayers read by Councillor P Farrell 
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillor M Parsons.  Members asked that their best wishes be conveyed to Mrs Lesley Parsons for a speedy recovery following her recent hospital operation.
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor reported that he had attended:

· The ChALC meeting in Macclesfield. 

· Sandbach Chairman’s Ball.

· A Concert Society event. 
Resolved 6335
That the events attended by the Mayor be noted.

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

There were no interests declared by Members.

5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on March 7th 2009 Councillors Jim Basford and Chalky White 
Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.

6. To consider the following question submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting
The following item had been submitted by a resident:

“I wish to speak in the Open Forum part of the Town Council meeting on behalf of the residents in the King Street/New King Street. We are seeking the support of the Town Council to press for the upgrading of the play area next to St Mary’s Church Hall.”

Members were unable to discuss this issue as the resident was unable to attend the meeting.  
Resolved 6336
That this item be not be placed on the agenda for next month.  However; this play area will be considered as part of the overall review of play areas in the Town.
7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 391st Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 19th January 2009 

Resolved 6337
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8. To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions were submitted. 
9. To receive minutes from the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 4th February 2009
The minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 4th February 2009 were submitted.
The Council was requested to agree to the Christmas Fayre taking place on Friday and Saturday 27th and 28th November 2009 (Minute no. 7 (iii) refers)

Members discussed the success of the Christmas Fayre last year. It was felt by some Members that these dates were too early to begin the festive celebrations but it was reported that to begin the celebrations in December would not leave enough time. 
Resolved 6338
(i) That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
(ii) That the dates for the Christmas Fayre be agreed for 27th and 28th November 2009.
(Note: 6 Members voted in favour of resolution (ii) and 4 against.)

10. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk reported on the meetings and events attended since the beginning of the year and on the receipt of the following correspondence:-

· Cheshire Police Authority - ‘have your say’ newsletter

· Report from the Rose Fete Committee

· Community Pride budget 

The Clerk also reported on St. Mary’s Ofsted report and the Inspector’s comments on the children’s outstanding awareness and understanding of other cultures.  It was thought that the work done on the across cultures project had a massive impact on the result. 

Members were also presented with the plans for the proposed Primary Care Trust (PCT) development.  

Members were advised that there would be a presentation from RBS on an accountancy package in the Council Chamber on 23rd February at 5pm. 
Resolved 6339
(i) That the report be received. 

(ii) That the proposed Community Pride budget be forwarded to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
(iii) That thanks be conveyed to the Town Centre Events Manager for the work he has done on the Across Cultures Project.
11. To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring report

Resolved 6340
That the report be approved.
12. To receive written reports from County and Borough Councillors

Councillor PJ Edwards submitted a report in his capacity of Congleton Borough and Cheshire East Councillor.

Reference was made to the problem of the lack of a lift in Victoria Buildings and it was noted that a response on this issue was awaited from the Assistant Chief Executive of Congleton Borough Council.

Resolved 6341

That the report be received with thanks
13. To receive written reports from outside bodies 
Consideration was given to a report on the Middlewich Rose Fete which had taken place on 4th May 2008.

Resolved 6342
That the report be received with thanks
14. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted
Councillor P Hirst: “To consider including photographs and short bibliographies of Town Council Members on the public notice board at the entrance to Victoria Building.”

Resolved 6343

That pictures of the Members and their names/contact details be placed on the notice board but that bibliographies and any reference to politics should not be included.  
POLICY CONSIDERATION

15. To note information from the Boundary Committee of England regarding the Cheshire East Electoral Review
Resolved 6344

That the information be received

16. To consider correspondence from Mr G Clare regarding parking on Booth Lane 
Consideration was given to correspondence from the above resident regarding problems of parking on the grass verge on Booth Lane.  A similar complaint had been received in relation to Stallard Way. 

It was reported that discussions had been held with the Police and Cheshire County Council Highways regarding this issue and, although it was not actually illegal to park on grass verges, the Police were willing to prosecute where damage was occurring, subject to the evidence available. 
It was noted that there were no bylaws in place which would make it an offence to drive over a grass verge in Middlewich.

Resolved 6445

(i) That discussions begin with Mr Clare regarding his suggestion to place bollards and suitable planting on Booth Lane and a proposal be bought back to the Town Council 

(ii) That the officers seek information with regards to the Town Council putting in place a bylaw to prohibit driving on grass verges.
17. To consider correspondence from Congleton District Voluntary Action regarding payroll services 
It was reported that the CDVA were imposing a slight increase in their charges for undertaking a payroll service for the Council.  They were also now able to undertake income tax and national insurance returns to HM Revenue and Customs on the Council’s behalf.
Resolved 6446
That the correspondence be received and approval be given to extend the payroll services provided by CDVA to include tax and national insurance services as now offered. 
18. To consider correspondence from Congleton Borough Council regarding the ‘At Home’ meeting
A letter was submitted from Congleton Borough Council inviting the Town Council to be represented at the final “At Home with Local Councils” to be held on 9th March 2009.  It was noted that this meeting would clash with the Town Council’s Finance and General Purposes Committee.
Resolved 6447
That the correspondence be received. 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
20. To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 3rd February 2009
Resolved 6448
That the minutes be received
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION

25.
To receive correspondence from Cheshire Constabulary: Eastern Area ‘Have Your Say’ meeting program 2009/10
Resolved 6449

That the correspondence be received and a letter be written to the Cheshire Police Authority asking if a “Have Your Say” meeting can be arranged to take place in Middlewich.  
 The meeting concluded at 19.50
Councillor Paul Edwards

Town Mayor

Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
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