DRAFT

MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety First Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 19th January 2009 commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor Councillor PJ Edwards, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, PJ Hirst, TCJ Eaton, J Eaton, S Edwards, P Farrell, C Harrison, SN McGrory, M Parsons, and W White
1. The meeting was opened with prayers read by the Town Clerk
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

No apologies were received.
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor reported that he had attended an event at Bembridge Court. 
Resolved 6321
That the event attended by the Mayor be noted.

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

There were no interests declared by Members.

5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on February 7th 2009 Councillors Simon McGrory and Mike Parsons
Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.

6. To consider the following question submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting
The following item has been submitted by a resident:

“I wish to speak in the Open Forum part of the Town Council meeting on behalf of the residents in the King Street/New King Street. We are seeking the support of the Town Council to press for the upgrading of the play area next to St Mary’s Church Hall.”

Members were unable to discuss this issue as the resident was unable to attend the meeting..

Resolved 6322

That this item be forwarded to the next Town Council Meeting.
7. To receive and approve the Minutes of the 390th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 15th December 2008 

Resolved 6323
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8. To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions were submitted. 
9. To receive minutes from the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 7th January 2009  

It was reported by Councillor PJ Hirst that he was not attending the Cheshire East development workshops on the 27th but on the 20th. 
Resolved 6324
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record, subject to the amendment now referred to. 

10. To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk reported on the receipt of the following correspondence:-

· Cheshire West and Chester Local Development Framework: Consultation Database

Resolved 6325
(1)
That the report be received.
(2)
That a letter be written to Cheshire West and Chester Council to thank them for the details of the consultation 
11. To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring report

Resolved 6325
That the report be approved.
12. To receive the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee: Budget Meeting held on Monday 12th January 2009 and to approve the Council’s precept and budget for 2009/10 set out in those minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance andGeneral Purposes Committee held on 12 January 2009 were submitted.

Following concern expressed by some Members about the impact of the Council’s precept request on the Council Tax burden, the Town Clerk  reported that the precept could be reduced by making savings by carrying forward a reduced list of earmarked reserves and by reducing balances. 
Resolved 6326
(i) That the minutes be received 

(ii) That the budget for 2009/10 be approved in the sum of £298,811.
(iii)
That approval be given to a reduction in the precept by reducing £15,000 of reserves and allocations and by using £29, 345 of reserves resulting in a precept of £254,466.
13. To receive written reports from County and Borough Councillors

Resolved 6327
That the reports be received with thanks
14. To receive written reports from outside bodies – Progress report from the Middlewich Railway Steering Group
Resolved 6328
That the report be received with thanks
15. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted
No items were submitted
POLICY CONSIDERATION

16. To note the following consultation documents and to refer them to the Consultation Group (Councillors K Bagnall and SN McGrory)
(a) Cheshire East Council’s Licensing Consultation – Statement of Licensing Policy (Licensing Act 2003) and Statement of Principles (Gambling Act 2005) 

(b) Communities and Local Government regarding Communities in control – Real people, real power: Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity

Resolved 6329

That the documents be received and forwarded to the Consultation Group.
17. To consider the Northwest in Bloom entry for 2009   
It was reported by Cllr J Eaton that the Community Pride Group were willing to support the entry and were currently working on creating an action plan focusing on the negative feedback received from last years entry in the Community Pride Competition.

Resolved 6330
That approval be given to entering the North West in Bloom Competition in 2009  
18.
To consider the South Cheshire College Community Celebration Event to be held on 21st January 2009
Resolved 6331
That the letter be received
19.
To consider correspondence from The Ramblers’ Association – Congleton Group Regarding Middlewich Footpaths 14 and 15 
Resolved 6332
That the report be received and the requests be forwarded to Middlewich Vision’s Environment and Transport and Accessibilty Groups for consideration and it be suggested that the Ramblers’ Association be invited to attend those meetings.
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
20. To consider the Congleton Borough Council Town and Parish Planning Update

Resolved 6333
That the report be received 
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION

25.
To receive correspondence from Cheshire Constabulary 
Correspondence was submitted from Cheshire Constabulary concerning:
(i)
Community Action Meetings and Police Forums.
(ii)
Criminal damage to the Christmas tree lights.

Resolved 6334
That the correspondence be received.

 The meeting concluded at 19.55
Councillor Paul Edwards

Town Mayor

Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
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