
MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety-Seventh Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 20th July 2009, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor P Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards C Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons.
1. The meeting was opened with Members saying the Lord’s Prayer. 
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

An apology was received from Councillor W White.
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor reported that she had attended 26 engagements since the last meeting.  She reported that she was pleased to see support from the Council staff at events and was particularly pleased at an acknowledgement given in the programme of the Youth Theatre event of the valued support given by the Town Centre Manager.
Resolved 6443
That the engagements attended by the Mayor be noted and the Town Council’s appreciation of the valuable work of the Town Centre Manager and other officers be recorded.
4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillors PJ Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons each declared a personal interest in all issues relating to Cheshire East Council.  Councillor PJ Edwards also declared an interest in item no. 23 (Proposed Energy from Waste Plant) and did not take part in the discussion or vote on the subject.                                                                                                                                                                  
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 1st August 2009 Councillors JW Basford and PJ Hirst
Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market
Resolved 6444
That the rota be noted.

6.
To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting
No questions had been submitted.
7.
To receive and approve the Minutes of the 396th Annual Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 15th June 2009
Resolved 6445
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8.
To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted. 
9.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 8th July 2009
The minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 8th July 2009 were submitted.
Resolved 6446
That the minutes be received and noted.
10.
To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk reported on the meetings and events attended since the last meeting.  He further reported on an application to the Cheshire East Recession Task Group for funding for various projects in Middlewich Town Centre and submitted the minutes of their meeting held on 10 June.
With regards to the new computerised accountancy system, the Town Clerk submitted an example of the layout of future financial reports.

Resolved 64347
That the report be received and that the Town Clerk be asked to request that an item be placed on the next agenda of the Recession Task Group regarding the effect of the proposed introduction of car parking charges. 

11.
To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Councillors MJ Parsons, PJ Edwards and SN McGrory submitted reports in their capacities as Cheshire East Councillors.

Discussion ensued on Councillor Parson’s reference to incorrect information relating to Middlewich in Appendix 4 of the Cheshire East document relating to proposed wards in the Congleton Area Partnership where it indicated that Middlewich had excellent rail links with its neighbours.
Resolved 6448
That the reports be received and that Cheshire East Council be informed of this Council’s concern in relation to the description of Middlewich.

12.
 To receive written reports from outside bodies 
No reports had been received.

13.
To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

Councillor PJ Hirst raised the following items:

a)
“Yellow lines on Glastonbury Drive entrance. The trouble seems to be cars parking by the post box and preventing cars turning in from Nantwich Drive. This is dangerous. Apparently double yellow lines were intended when the estate was built though never implemented.”
Resolved 6449

That the Council seeks the support of the Police Community Action Team with a view to them monitoring the parking at the junction of Glastonbury Drive and Nantwich Road and for them subsequently to support a request to Cheshire East Council for a traffic regulation order to protect the junction by prohibiting waiting at the entrance to the Drive.
b)
 “Progressing Fair Trade status for Middlewich. I have an offer to speak to the Council from one of the members of the Sandbach Fair Trade implementation group to inform us of the process and answer questions.”

Resolved 6449

(1)
That the Sandbach Fair Trade Implementation Group be invited to send a representative to a future Town Council meeting to discuss the implications of becoming a fair trade town.

(2)
That Councillor Hirst be requested to pass information on to the Town Centre Manager to enable this issue to be raised at the Middlewich Chamber of Trade.
FINANCE

14.
To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring reports
Resolved 6450
That the report be approved.
POLICY CONSIDERATION

15.
Training Statement of Intent
Resolved 6451

That the Training Statement of Intent be approved.
16.
To approve and adopt the Community Engagement Strategy
Resolved 6452

That the Community Engagement Strategy now submitted be approved and adopted.
17.
The Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-being) (Prescribed

Conditions) Order 2008

The Town Clerk reported that the power of well-being provided town and parish councils with a general power to spend on any activity which adds to the well-being of its community.
The Town Council was recommended to adopt the new power.
Resolved 6453
That this Council is satisfied that it meets the conditions prescribed in the Schedule to The Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-being) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008 and is therefore eligible to use the power to promote well-being in Middlewich.
18.
Electoral Reviews for Cheshire East and Cheshire West and Chester
Consideration was given to the Town Council’s view on the current Electoral Review.
Resolved 6454

That the proposals for the electoral review be noted and no comments be made.
19.   Role of the Clerk in replying on behalf of the Town Council to emails      addressed to Councillors, the Clerk and Middlewich Town Council

Consideration was given to advice received from ChALC on this subject.

Resolved 6455

(1)
That consideration of this matter be referred to the Employment and 

Operations Committee.

(2)
That the Town Clerk consider the best method of conveying copies of correspondence received by email to Members.
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

20.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on Wednesday 8th July 2009
Resolved 6456

That the minutes be received, subject to it being noted that Councillor SN McGrory had attended the meeting in an advisory capacity only.
21.
Use of Midpoint 18 for Employment Use

Consideration was given to a suggestion from Councillor Parsons that the Town Council should promote whenever possible the use of the existing employment land at Midpoint 18, rather than use the green belt or other areas of rural nature.
Resolved 6457

That the suggestion be approved in principle and consideration of the issue be forwarded to the Planning Committee who be also asked to develop an economic development and sustainable community strategy for consideration by the Town Council.
22.
Town Wharf

The Council was asked to consider any issues arising from the Members’ meeting held on 16th July.  Information relating to a funding bid to WREN and a copy of a letter received from WREN were submitted.
Resolved 6457

(1)
That approval be given to the issue of a letter of support regarding the Town Wharf project to be issued to WREN.

(2)
That the following Members be appointed to a Steering Group to determine issues related to the Council’s involvement in this project and in respect of assisting with funding bids and that all Members of the Council be invited to meetings:


Councillors Bagnall, Hirst, Parsons and McGrory.

23.
Proposed Energy from Waste Plant – Involvement of the Community
The Town Clerk referred to the amount of community interest which had arisen in respect of the Energy from Waste Plant issue and following approaches from certain members of the public asked that consideration be given to the means whereby some residents could become more involved in other activities in the town.
Resolved 6458

That this issue be referred to the Middlewich Vision Steering Group with the suggestion that a joint presentation be given to prospective new volunteers.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION

24.
Local Strategic Partnership – To receive a letter from the Leader of Cheshire East Council
Consideration was given to a letter from the Leader of Cheshire East Council explaining the logic behind the decision to exclude town and parish councils from membership of the local strategic partnership.  Members expressed their dissatisfaction in regard to the contents of the letter.
Resolved 6459

That the report be noted.
25.
Cheshire Police Authority – Have Your Say Newsletter



Resolved 6460

That the newsletter be noted.
The meeting concluded at 8.30 pm
Councillor P Farrell
Town Mayor
Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
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