MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety-Sixth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 15th June 2009, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor P Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, J Eaton. TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards C Harrison, SN McGrory, MJ Parsons and W White.
1. The meeting was opened with prayers read by Councillor C Harrison. 
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillor PJ Hirst.
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor reported on a number of events she had attended since the last meeting.
Resolved 6426
That the events attended by the Mayor be noted.

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillors PJ Edwards, SN McGrory and MJ Parsons each declared a personal interest in all issues relating to Cheshire East Council.                                                                                                                                                                    
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 4th July 2009 Councillors KN Bagnall and SN McGrory
Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.  Members also noted the rota for surgeries for the full year 2009/2010.
Resolved 6427
That the rota be noted.

6.
To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting
No questions had been submitted.
7.
To receive and approve the Minutes of the 395th Annual Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 18th May and resumed on Tuesday 19th May 2009
Resolved 6428
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8.
To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted. 
9.
To receive minutes from the Annual Town Meeting held on 11th May 2009

Resolved 6429

That the minutes be received.

10.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 3rd June 2009
The minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 3rd June 2009 were submitted.
Resolved 6430
That the minutes be received and noted.
11.
To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk reported on the meetings and events attended since the last meeting.
Resolved 6431
That the report be received. 

12.
To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Councillor M Parsons submitted a report and Councillors PJ Edwards and SN McGrory gave oral reports in their capacity as Cheshire East Councillors.

Resolved 6432

That the reports be received.

13.
 To receive written reports from outside bodies 
No reports had been received.

14. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

Councillor SN McGrory sought clarity and guidance on the role of the Clerk in replying on behalf of the Council to letters and emails addressed to Councillors, the Clerk and Middlewich Town Council.

Resolved 6433

That legal advice be sought from ChALC on this issue.
FINANCE 

15.
To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring report

Resolved 6434
That the report be approved and it be noted that future reports will be produced from the new accountancy system and will be in a different format.

16.
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 8th June 2009 
Resolved 6435
That the minutes be received.

17.
Correspondence from Cheshire East Council concerning the service charge for the office
Consideration was given to a letter from Cheshire East Council setting out the service charge costs for the period 1 April 2009 – 31 March 2010 based on the actual costs for the previous year.

Resolved 6436

(1)
That a Working Party comprising Councillors KN Bagnall, J Eaton and SN McGrory be set up to examine issues relating to the cost of the Council’s accommodation. 

(2)
That the Working Party be requested to report to the Finance and General Purposes Committee which shall be given delegated power to take appropriate action.
POLICY CONSIDERATION

18.
Training Statement of Intent
Resolved 6437
That consideration of this report be referred to the Employment and Operations Committee to enable amendments to be made to the document following consultation with ChALC.
19. Community Engagement Strategy
Resolved 6438

That consideration of this Strategy be referred to the Employment and Operations Committee to enable amendments to be made to the document following consultation with ChALC.

20. Electoral Reviews for Cheshire East and Cheshire West and Chester
Consideration was given to correspondence from ChALC regarding Boundary Committee events.
Resolved 6439
That an item be placed on the next agenda for the Town Council to enable the Town Council to determine its view on the Electoral Review.
21. Correspondence from Home Start
A letter was submitted from Home Start regarding the effect of lack of funding on the Congleton Borough and Macclesfield Outreach.
Resolved 6440
That the correspondence be received.
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
22.
To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 28th April and Wednesday 28th May
Resolved 6441
That the minutes be received.

.23.
Urgent Business
(Note: The Chairman allowed consideration of the following item as urgent business as the consultation period would end before the next meeting of the Town Council)

Cheshire East Council – Proposed Introduction of Car Parking Charges in Middlewich
It was reported that the Cabinet of Cheshire East Council proposed to issue a decision notice on 16th June 2009 in relation to a proposal to introduce car parking charges on Seabank and Civic Way car parks.  It was proposed to allow a consultation period of 21 days which would conflict with the agreement for the Congleton Compact which states that, where possible, all partners require a twelve-week consultation period to enable all groups to have adequate time to respond effectively.

On hearing advice that, legally, the Council were unable to make a decision on this issue as urgent business as three clear days’ notice had to be given of an agenda item, it was:
I
Resolved 6442
That this matter be referred to the Council’s Communication Group to determine the Town Council’s response on the forthcoming consultation.
(Note Councillor W White did not participate in the debate on this issue and did not vote)
 The meeting concluded at 8.22 pm
Councillor P Farrell
Town Mayor
Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
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