MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety-Third Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 16th March 2009, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor Councillor PJ Edwards, Councillors KN Bagnall, JW Basford, TCJ Eaton, S Edwards, P Farrell, C Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory, M Parsons and W White
1. The meeting was opened with prayers read by Councillor PJ Hirst. 
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillor J Eaton. 
3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor reported that he had attended the Alsager’s Chairman’s Ball and a Concert Society event.  He also reported that this would be his last meeting of the Town Council as the Town Mayor
Resolved 6350
That the events attended by the Mayor be noted.

4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillors TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards and SN McGrory each declared interests in Agenda item no. 12 (B) b) (Middlewich Youth and Community Project).
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on April 4th 2009 Councillors KN Bagnall and PJ Hirst 
Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.  Councillor KN Bagnall was substituting for Councillor C Harrison.
6.
To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting
No questions had been submitted.
7.
To receive and approve the Minutes of the 392nd Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 16th February 2009 

Resolved 6351
That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8.
To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted. 
9.
To receive minutes from the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 4th March 2009
The minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 4th March 2009 were submitted.
Resolved 6352
That the minutes be received and noted.
10
To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

The Clerk reported on the meetings and events attended since the last meeting
Resolved 6353
That the report be received. 

11. To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring report

Resolved 6352
That the report be approved.
12.
Finance and General Purposes Committee

(A)
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 9th March 2009 and the appended report of the Town Clerk on the Community Archaeology Project were submitted.

Resolved 6353

That the minutes and the Town Clerk’s report be received and noted.

(B)
Grants

Consideration was given to the following grant applications which had been referred to the Town Council from the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

a)
Congleton District Citizens’ Advice Bureau
A letter was submitted from the Citizens’ Advice Bureau giving information on the work undertaken during the previous year and on the extension of their service in Middlewich.  It was noted that the Bureau would merge with the Crewe and Nantwich service to form Cheshire East CAB with effect from 1 April 2009.

The Bureau was seeking a continuance of the financial support from the Town Council for 2009/10.

Resolved 6354

That approval be given in principle to the continuation of the support to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau in 2009/10 and that the Bureau be asked to submit a request for a specific amount.
b)
Middlewich Youth and Community Project

(Note:  Councillors JW Basford, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards and SJ McGrory left the room and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor P Farrell took the Chair during consideration of this item.)
Consideration was given to a request from the Middlewich Community and Youth Project for a review of the annual grant from the Town Council.

The Town Clerk reported that the grant was originally based on the hourly rate for youth workers as set out in the JNC pay scale for Youth and Community Workers but this had not been reviewed for some time.  He further reported that the Council had now paid for and handed over new chairs and tables for the Centre.

Resolved 6355
(1) That approval be given to increasing the grant to the Middlewich Youth and Community Project to take into account the actual increase in the hourly rate since the original grant was determined.

(2) That the above decision be subject to the maximum annual grant not exceeding £5,220, that this be not backdated and that it form part of a Service Level Agreement with the Project.

(3) That, subject to checks regarding non-payment and the authority for payment, approval be give to the payment of the grant of £1,000 to the Project as approved by the Finance and General Purposes Committee in March 2007.

(4) That, in view of the length of time since it was proposed, no action be taken in respect of the handing over of any grant related to bank interest earned by the Council in 2002/3
c)
St Michael and All Angels’ Bell Ringing Team
With reference to the decision at the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 8th September 2008, it was reported that a copy of accounts and a list of performances had now been received from SMAART.  As they had no young performers, there was no need for them to have a child protection policy at present.
Resolved 6356

That approval be given to the release of the grant of £100 provisionally awarded to the St Michael and All Angels Bell Ringing Team.
d)
Middlewich Youth Theatre Community Interest Company
Consideration was given to a grant application from the above Company towards the cost of supplying make-up for their members.
Resolved 6357

That a grant of £250 be awarded to the Middlewich Youth Theatre Community Interest Company.

e)
Middlewich Community Church – MoCoCo
Consideration was given to a grant application from the above organisation towards the cost of running their youth project.

Resolved 6358

That the organisation be requested to attend the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee in order to discuss the detail of their application.

f)
1st Middlewich Boys’ Brigade

Consideration was given to a grant application from the above organisation towards the cost of replacing sports equipment.

Resolved 6359

That a grant of £225 be awarded to the 1st Middlewich Boys’ Brigade.

(C)
Letter from the Mid-Cheshire Rail Users’ Association
The Town Clerk reported on the receipt of a letter of thanks from MCRUA for the renewal of the Council’s corporate subscription and the additional donation in recognition of MCRUA’s support of the campaign to re-open the Middlewich Railway Station.

Resolved 6360

That the letter of thanks be noted.
13.
To receive written reports from County and Borough Councillors

Councillor M Parsons submitted a report in his capacity of Congleton Borough and Cheshire East Councillor.

Reference was made to the proposal to introduce car parking charges in Middlewich.
Resolved 6361

That the report be received with thanks and further information on the introduction of car parking charges be submitted when available.
14. To receive written reports from outside bodies 
No reports had been received.
15. To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted
No items had been received.
POLICY CONSIDERATION

16. Review of Standing Orders
Suggested revised Standing Orders were submitted.
Resolved 6362
That, in accordance with Standing Order 77, this item shall stand adjourned without discussion to the meeting of the Council to be held on 20 April 2009.
17. Correspondence from NALC on the Power of Wellbeing
A legal briefing from NALC on “The Power of the Promotion of Economic, Social or Environmental Wellbeing” was submitted.

Resolved 6363

That the briefing be noted and approval be given to the payment of the £15 fee for the cost of the Town Clerk registering with CiLCA in respect of the training required for the power of wellbeing.
18. Correspondence from the Boundary Committee for England “Unitary authority electoral review of Cheshire East”
Resolved 6364

That the correspondence from the Boundary Committee be noted and referred to the Consultation Group for consideration.
19. Correspondence from Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service on working in the community
A letter was submitted from the Fire and Rescue Service offering to give the Council a presentation highlighting how the Service can support the Town council in working in the community.
Resolved 6365
That the offer be accepted and it be suggested that the presentation be held at the Annual Town Meeting.
20. Joint working with other Town and Parish Councils (Clustering)
Resolved 6366
That the principle of clustering be agreed and the matter be referred to the Employment and Operations Committee to see if it can be facilitated.
21
Freedom of Information Act – Publication Scheme

Resolved 6367

That formal approval be given to the Council’s Publication Scheme as now submitted and thanks be given to the Officers for their work on this document.

22
Correspondence from the Cheshire Police Authority regarding “Have Your Say” meetings

The Town Clerk reported on the response received from the Police Authority following the Council’s request for a “Have Your Say” meeting to be held in Middlewich.

Resolved 6368

That the Town Clerk write again to the Police Authority to say that the response is unsatisfactory as it does not address the request made.

23
Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival – Town Council activities

The Town Centre Events Manager submitted a report on the Town Council activities to be held during the weekend of the folk and Boat Festival.

Resolved 6369

That the report be noted.

24
Town and Parish Standard

Resolved 6370

That the February 2009 edition of the Town and Parish Standard be noted.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

25
Recommendations regarding recent Planning Applications in Middlewich
Consideration was given to recently submitted planning applications and recommendations made as follows:

09/0167/FUL

69 Cross Lane - Mr Paul Morris. Erection of a single-storey side extension.  MTC: No objection, subject to there being no impact on the amenity of the neighbouring properties.
08/2040/FUL

The Boars Head Hotel, Kinderton Street - Frederic Robinson Ltd - A timber portable building for pigeon club. Renewal of planning permission granted 29th July 2004 (application number 37488/3).  MTC: No objection.
09/0200/ADV

Somerfield Stores, Southway – Ms Cathy Davies. Car park and directional signs, including promotional banners, security signs product offers and store gantry.  MTC: No objection.
09/0228/FUL

18 George VI Avenue - Mr Clive Robinson. Proposed single storey side extension.  MTC: No objection, subject to there being no impact on the amenity of the neighbouring properties.
09/0241/FUL

Keepers Cottage - Sutton Lane - Mr S. Ellison. Retrospective application for swimming pool enclosure and ancillary changing facilities, not built in accordance with planning approval 07/0688/FUL.  MTC: No objection (with reluctance).
26
Planning Applications Recently Determined and Withdrawn
Resolved 6371

That the following recently determined planning applications and withdrawn applications be noted:

Recently determined
08/2057/FUL

23 Shilton Close - Mr Michael Platt, two storey side extension and single storey rear extension MTC: No objection, subject to there being no impact on the amenity of the neighbouring properties CBC: Permission with Conditions 

08/2037/FUL

1 East Road - Mr John Kenish, two storey side and rear extension with single storey kitchen to provide at ground floor: lounge, dining and kitchen. First floor 2 beds and one en-suite MTC: No objection, subject to there being no impact on the amenity of the neighbouring properties CBC: Permission with Conditions 

*08/1625/FUL*

Pace Centre - Wheelock Street - Tesco Stores and Briden Investments: Single access scheme. Proposed food store development with associated parking, servicing and landscaping, and new retail building on Wheelock Street frontage.  MTC:  Objection on the grounds that the access is unacceptable as it would generate increased traffic along Wheelock Street from the Bull Ring to Darlington Street and it is considered that the width of the street is insufficient to cope.  The Town Council is of the opinion that the only suitable access for delivery vehicles would be to make Wheelock Street two-way from St Michael’s Way to Darlington Street and create an access on the corner of Darlington Street.

The Town Council is not against the development of a retail store in principle subject to the development being of a size and position which would add strength to the economy of the town.  The Town Council would welcome a meeting with Tesco Stores in order to elaborate on this view CBC: Refused 

08/1626/FUL

Pace Centre, Wheelock Street - Dual access scheme. Proposed food store development with associated parking, servicing and landscaping, and new retail building on Wheelock Street frontage.

Whilst the access off St Ann’s Road for deliveries is preferred to the alternative application which has delivery vehicles using Wheelock Street which is narrow and congested, there are implications relating to road safety due to the close proximity the schools.  It is suggested that there should be a condition to prevent the use of heavy goods vehicles for deliveries between 08.00 and 09.00 and 15.00 and 16.00 hours.  Also, this layout would mean that hgvs would be passing through the front of the proposed store and there is a potential conflict with pedestrians.

It is also suggested that there is a need to make an improvement to the Nantwich Road/St Ann’s Road junction to accommodate the turning of heavy goods vehicles.

The preferred highway layout would be a single access off Wheelock Street with a two-way system operating between St Michael’s Way and Darlington Street.

It is considered to be poor planning to have two medium sized stores and two car parks adjacent to each other.  It would be preferable to have just one larger store.  This also makes better sense for the economy of the town as two medium sized stores are not considered to be economically viable.

The Town Council would welcome a round table discussion with the Borough Council’s officers on these issues prior to the determination of the application. CBC: Deferred 

08/1751/FUL
1 Kings Crescent Middlewich - Two-storey side extension, Mrs Hazel Cragg MTC: Object to the change of usage of public open space as this is contrary to the Town Council’s policy to not support and loss of public open space. Furthermore, the scale of the proposed extension is not in keeping with other properties in the immediate area. CBC: Permission with Conditions

08/2009/ADV


Kinderton House Hotel Kinderton Street Middlewich - Replacement of signage, Greene King MTC: No objection, subject to any light pollution from the signs being kept to the minimum.  CBC: Consent of Advertisement

08/2007/FUL


18 Rutland Drive Middlewich - Demolition of old garage and conservatory and construction of single storey extension.
Mr. Mike Estcourt MTC: No objection, subject to the impact on the neighbouring amenity. CBC: Permission with Conditions

08/1988/FUL

Keepers Cottage Sutton Lane Middlewich – Erection of a single-storey conservatory to the side of the house. MTC: No objection, subject to CBC’s standard conditions. CBC: Refusal of full application

Withdrawn 

08/1934/OUT

Land off Jersey Way - Demolition of a dwelling house and redevelopment of the site together with adjoining haulage yard for up to 89 dwellings and the provision of public open space together with associated highway and landscaping works

08/1933/OUT

5 Holmes Chapel Road - Application for demolition of dwelling house and development of site for up to 4 dwellings

27
Correspondence from Covanta regarding a proposed Cheshire Energy-from-waste Plant

Resolved 6372

That the information from Covanta be received.
Part Two
28
Exclusion of the Press and Public
Resolved 6373
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the business is confidential and publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

(Note: a named vote was taken in respect of the motion to pass above resolution and it was recorded that Members had voted as follows:

For the motion - The Mayor, Councillor PJ Edwards, Councillors KN Bagnall, TCJ Eaton, S Edwards, P Farrell, C Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory, M Parsons

Against the motion – Councillors JW Basford, W White

29
Staff – Salaries and Conditions
Consideration was given to a review of staff salaries and conditions following on from discussions at the employment and Operations Committee.
Resolved 6374

That the draft report, as prepared by the Clerk, be taken away as a point of reference by Councillors McGrory and Parsons, and for them to do some work on assessing the required information for the review of staff salaries. A report would be brought back to the next meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee, for final ratification at the April meeting of the Town Council.
 The meeting concluded at 8.45 pm
Councillor Paul Edwards

Town Mayor

Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
PAGE  
1695

