MIDDLEWICH TOWN COUNCIL

Victoria Building

Lewin Street

Middlewich

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Ninety-Ninth Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held in the Council Chamber at the above address on Monday 19th October 2009, commencing at 7.15pm

Part One

Present

The Mayor, Councillor PJ Farrell, Councillors KN Bagnall, TCJ Eaton, PJ Edwards, S Edwards, CH Harrison, PJ Hirst, SN McGrory and W White
1. The meeting was opened with a prayer read by the Town Clerk. 
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors JW Basford, J Eaton and MJ Parsons.

3. To receive any announcements to be made by the Mayor

The Mayor reported that she had attended the following engagements, amongst others, since the last meeting:
Cheshire East Council Mayor’s Ball

Middlewich Cricket Club Presentation Evening

Bag packing with the Rose Queen at Tesco supermarket

Houghton Weavers concert at the Royal British Legion Club

Resolved 6482
That the engagements attended by the Mayor be noted.
4. To note any declarations of Members’ Interests on any agenda item

Councillor KN Bagnall declared a prejudicial interest in minute no. 6 of the Employment and Operations Committee of 7th October (Agenda item 9).  
5. Reminder of the rota for the next surgery to be held on 7th November 2009 Councillors TCJ Eaton and S Edwards
Members were reminded of the rota for the surgery being held on the above date at the Farmers’ Market.
Resolved 6483
That the rota be noted.

6.
To consider questions submitted to the Open Forum part of the Meeting
No questions had been submitted.
7.
To receive and approve the Minutes of the 398th Meeting of Middlewich Town Council, held on Monday 21st September 2009
Resolved 6484
That, subject to the addition of the words “be approved” to the end of resolution 6479 in minute 25, the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.
8.
To consider any Members’ questions on the Minutes, previously submitted

No questions had been submitted. 
9.
To receive and approve the minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 7th October 2009
(Note: Councillor KN Bagnall left the meeting during consideration of this item)
The minutes of the meeting of the Employment and Operations Committee held on Wednesday 7th October 2009 were submitted.
Resolved 6485
That the minutes be received and approved and that it be noted that ChALC would be able to direct the officers to a person who could assist with the provision of a weblog as a link to the Council’s website.
10.
To receive the Clerk’s report and any correspondence received for information

No report was available due to staff annual leave.
11.
To receive written reports from Cheshire East Councillors

Councillors MJ Parsons and SN McGrory submitted reports in their capacities as Cheshire East Councillors.  The Members reported on the current progress of the planning applications for the proposed new medical centre and the proposed energy from waste plant and the resolution of complaints in relation to the site of the new storm water overflow tank at Chadwick Road/Warmingham Lane.

Councillor MJ Parsons also circulated a report of a site meeting he had attended concerning the condition of Manor Park Woods.
Resolved 6486
(1)
That the reports be received. 
(2)
That the Middlewich Cheshire East Councillors be thanked for all the work 
they have each put in regarding the matters referred to above.

(3)
That it be suggested that finance might be available through s106 money or 
via Groundwork to undertake remedial work at Manor Park wood.
12.
 To receive written reports from outside bodies 
No reports had been received.

13.
To consider any Members’ Items previously submitted

No Members’ items had been received.
FINANCE

14.
To receive and approve the monthly financial and monitoring reports
Resolved 6487
(1)
That the reports be approved.

(2)
That a letter be sent to Councillor D Brickhill, Cheshire East Council’s Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services, seeking a refund of the licence fees for the use of Civic Way car park for events in the light of the comments made by him at the recent meeting on car parking charges that there would be no charge for the use of car parks for such events.
15.
Middlewich Charity Beer Festival – to consider a request from Middlewich and District Round Table for sponsorship of a cask of ale
Resolved 6488

That approval be given to sponsoring a cask of ale at a cost of £50.

POLICY CONSIDERATION

16.

To receive and approve the minutes of the meeting of the Communications Group 
held on 17th September 2009
Resolved 6489
That the minutes be received and approved.
17.
To approve the Communications Policy
Resolved 6490
That the Communications Policy be approved and circulated to staff.
18.
Proposed Study Visit by the NALC Larger Councils Committee
The Assistant Town Clerk reported on a request from NALC for the Town Council to host a one- day visit to Middlewich on 6th July 2010.  Subject to the Council agreeing to this request, NALC had appointed two members of their Committee to meet Town Council representatives to discuss the arrangements.
Resolved 6491
That approval be given to the hosting of the visit and that Councillors KN Bagnall and W White be appointed to attend the proposed meeting to discuss the arrangements.
19.
Quality Parish Status - Reaccreditation
Consideration was given to a letter from the Chairman of the Accreditation Panel advising that the Town Council had been reaccredited with Quality Parish Status.
Resolved 6492
That the letter be noted and that consideration be given to some means of celebrating reaccreditation.
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

20.

Community Pride Competition – Judges Comments and Score Sheets
The Community Pride Judges comments and score sheets were submitted.  The Assistant Town Clerk reported that the Community Pride Group would be writing to the organisers pointing out the unfairness of losing points because Middlewich has no railway station and that the comments regarding toilets at Fountain Fields are unjustified as these are not public toilets.
It was noted that Middlewich had been given a “Little Gem” award for floral displays

Resolved 6493
That the comments and score sheets be noted and that the Town Clerk be requested to write to the Middlewich Cemetery staff congratulating them on the tidiness of the cemetery and to Cheshire East Council’s Streetscape Team to thank them for the work on floral displays and removal of graffiti.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION OR DELEGATION

21.
Cheshire Police Authority – Have Your Say Newsletter



Resolved 6494
That the newsletter be noted.
The meeting concluded at 7.55 pm
Councillor P Farrell
Town Mayor
Signed………………………………………………………………….2009
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